Violence against Women and Children: COVID 19
A Telephone Survey: Initiative of Manusher Jonno Foundation
Survey period: May 2020

Plot # 3 & 4, Hazi Road, Avenue: 3, Rupnagar Housing Estate, Mirpur: 2, Dhaka - 1216

Background
Established in 2002, Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF), is one of the largest national grant making
organisations in Bangladesh disbursing funds and providing capacity building support for human
rights and governance work in Bangladesh. With massive experiences of handling partnership with
more than four hundred PNGOs for the last 18 years, MJF has been striving to build capacities of
poor and marginalised people in Bangladesh to demand basic services and raise voice against rights
violation.
tion. The organisation is dedicated to mainstreaming gender and disability in its operation in
terms of participation, capacity and programmatic focus. Policy advocacy is another feature of MJF’s
work and it has been directly involved in some of the most p
progressive
rogressive and pro-poor
pro
laws and
policies enacted over the last 10 years in Bangladesh.

Survey background highlights

It has been seen that gender perspective is overlooked during natural disaster, public health
emergencies, conflicts situation or any other emergency. Women, girls and o
other
vulnerable/marginalized socially excluded women face discrimination, inequalities and exploitation
exploitation.
Furthermore they are vulnerable to sexual violence/ abuse and torture. The same is true during the
present Pandemic and
nd is worsening existing inequalities
ies and discrimination against them. COVID 19
pandemic has affected everyone and various steps has been taken to prevent further
fu
spread of the
virus such as health hygiene awareness, lockdown etc. Given report of global rise in Domestic
violence MJF did a telephone survey to find the situation of violence against women and children in
Bangladesh during lockdown.

COVID 19 pandemic is an extraordinary emergency that demands an
extraordinary response.
COVID-19
19 can exacerbate risks of violence for women; women’s and
Children's safety at home; health threat during this emergencies
One of the major crisis is brewing behind closed doors
doors—domestic
violence.
Violence against women and girls has always been a social, cultural
and economic problem in Bangladesh and MJF is committed to
ensure security and rights of women and girls.
UN Secretary General urged the governments for protecting women
and children at home during COVID
COVID-19
19 period

There is no doubt COVID
ID 19 has created disorder in everyday lives of millions of people, mostly on
health, economic and social impacts irrespect
irrespective of class, gender and ethnicity. However, women,
girls and children are facing all the COVID 19 impacts differently then men. Women are now facing
domestic violence and additional work burden. The lock down has forced men and women out of
jobs and means of livelihood which is creating tension in families. Increase in poverty and limited
options to earn livelihood is resulting in violence against women, children and early marriage. MJF
has taken an initiative to systematically track and examine the situation of domestic and other forms
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of violence against women and children
children. The
he first survey was done in April and presented on May 6
which revealed that a total of 44,249
249 women and 456 children have become victims of domestic
violence in the ongoing lockdown during the month of April. Of these, 11,672
672 women and 424
children have never been abused before. Ninety
Ninety-two
two percent of children have been abused by their
parents and relatives. The
he present survey is for the month of May 2020.. 108 partner NGOs
NGO spoke to
53,340 respondents and found 13
13,494 incidences of violence with 4,160 reporting that they had not
experienced violence before.
The survey for the Month of May gives the following picture:

Quick telephone survey

Total respondent: 53,340

Survey area: 53 districts

Data collected by 108
Partners of MJF
Discussion with 119
Partners

Violence victims and survivors
are not alone:
o To let them know MJF
and Partners
Partner are
standing to support
them
o Provide counselling
counse
support
o Liaison with government
for service
o Ensure that Partners and
women leaders keep
close contact with them

Objective
Major objectives of the survey w
were to:





To understand the extent of Domestic Violenc
Violence , violence
ence against children and child marriage
during the Month of May.
Provide counseling support
Liaison with government for service
Ensure that partners
artners and women leaders keep close contact with them

Methodology
Quick telephone/mobile communication with female and children of catchment areas of the partner
NGOs of MJF was the approach
roach for this survey. Sample size was 53,340 women and children. MJF
also talked with 119 partners’ Executive Director
Directors and Project Coordinators
oordinators on the issue. The survey
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was conducted in 53 districts by 108 partner NGOs of MJF’s “Excluded People’s Rights” project
funded by Department for International Development (DFID), “Women’s
Women’s Voice and LeadershipLeadership
Bangladesh (WVLB)”” project funded by Global Affairs, Canada and “Strengthening
Strengthening civil society and
public institutions to address combating gender based violence and build community resilience to
climate change”” project funded by The Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency
(Sida).
Major finding of the survey
Women and children, amid various challenges, managed to provide the partners with information on
different forms of violations they faced during the COVI
COVID-19 period. 53,340 respondents responded
to calls. Figure 1 shows the distribution of respondents.
In case of children, staff
members of partner
organisations mostly
contacted with group
members. Parents and local
community leaders were
also communicated with to
collect information.

15,906

Women

37,434

Children

Figure 1: Distribution of respondents

New victims
Data shows that number of violence incidents (31%) against women and children increased during
the lockdown period comparing to the information from
61% new children as victim
April survey. 4160 women and children out of 13494 became
new victims/survivors during the month of May who had
25% new women as victim
never been victims of violence before. Number of new
survivors (women and children) during the April survey was
2455. According to the survey data, 84% of the new victims were women while the rest 16% were
children. It was recorded that 61%(
61%(1319) children were new victims while it was 25%(2841) in case
of women who had not been vio
violated ever before the pandemic.
Violence against Women:
Domestic violence was the major form of violence against women. However, there were other forms
of violence such as rape,, attempted rape, sexual harassment and murder. A number of incidents of
harassment was recorded where women were sexually harassed while receiving food or other type
of reliefs during this pandemic. Figure 2 shows the types of violence against women and their
th
distribution in number. 97.4% (11,025) out of a total of 11,323 women victims of domestic violence.
1.6%, 0.5%, 0.4% and 0.2% victims/survivors were victims of sexual harassment, sexual har
harassment
during receiving food/other support
support, rape/attempted rapee and murder respectively.
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Figure 2: Types of violence against women

Domestic violence, amid this lockdown situa
situation,
tion, had been the prominent form of violence against
women during the month of May 2020.
Antara Chakma, wife of Biswa Tripura, lives at Buddha para of Boalkhali union, of Dighinala
sub-district
district under Khagrachari district. Biswa lost his job during the lockdown situation and
became very rude. Whenever he is unable to manage food for the family, he becomes angry
and torture Antara physically
There were different forms of domestic violence. Figure 3 portrays the distribution of survivors in
different forms of domestic violence.
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Figure 3: Distributio
Distribution
n of survivors in different forms of domestic violence

Data
ata shows that 45% (4,947) women were victims of mental torture during the survey period while
33%, 19% and 4% women were victims of economic, physical and sexual torture re
respectively.
Nishat Manita (pseudo name), a smart and independent woman of 31
31, married to a man after
nine years of relationship. During two years of married life, she is brutally physically and
sexually tortured by her husband. She is mentally disturbed and is trying to get a divorce
Violence against children:
Children, along with other members of the family are compelled to stay at home due to the
pandemic since 26th March. Similar to the female members of households, children also became
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victims of different types of violence during the month of May. 2171 children became victims of
various types of violence during the reporting period with 75% (1621) of them being victims of
domestic torture. Other forms of violence were Child marriage, violence at workplace, kidnap, rrape,
murder, attempted rapeand sexual
exual harassment during receiving food/other support
support. Figure 4 shows
the distribution of types of violence amongst children during May 2020.
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Figure 4: Distribution of child survivors in different forms of violence

68% (1477) of all the child survivors/victim
survivors/victims were girls while 32% (694)) were boys.
boys Figure 5 shows
the distribution of girls and boys amongst the victims/survivors.
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Figure 5: Gender distribution of child
survivors

Domestic violence:
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62.5% (1013) girls of all the child survivors
became victims of domestic torture/violence
while 37.5% (608) were boys. The distribution is
shown through Figure 6.
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Figure 6: Gender distribution of child
survivors/victims of domestic violence
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Samiya, a twelve-year
year student of class five, used to get mid day tiffin from her school. As the
school is closed due to lockdown, she asks her parents around 11 am for money to buy food.
Her parents, being very poor and recently became jobless due to Coron
Coronaa pandemic, could not
afford to give her the money and instead beaten her for asking tiffin money.

Child marriage:
170 child marriages occurred while 233 child marriages could be
stopped by the partners and local leaders. 139 girls and 13 boys
became victims of child marriage when 221 girls and 12 boys
could
uld be saved from possible child marriages.

170 child marriages occurred
233 stopped

Mst. Fatema Begum, a student of class seven of Kumorganj village of Umormajid union of
Rajarhat sub-district
district under Kurigram district, had been set by her father to get her married.
Fatema, with the help of her mother, informed the staff members of Mohidev Jubo Shomaj
Kalyan Samity who stopped Fateama’s early marriage
Violence at workplace:
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Though a very limited number of workers (mostly
informal) had been active during the lockdown
period, 67 working children became victims in their
workplace. 34 (51%) boys and 33 (49%) were girls.
Figure 7 shows the gender
ender distribution of child
survivors/victims of violence at workplace

Figure 7: Gender distribution of child
survivors/victims of violence at workplace

Rape and attempted rape:
19 rape incidents were recorded while 18 rapes were
attempted .Among these out of 37 survivors, 36 were girls.
Figure 8 portrays the gender distribution of rape survivors. All
of the 18 survivors from attempted rape (children) had been
girls.
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Figure 8: Gender distribution of
rape survivors (children)

A 9th grade school girl was raped by her private teacher along with four other friends in Bakua
Union of Haripur Upazila under Thakurgaon district
district.. The girl's family took legal action but it
had been postponed in the Corona situation
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Kidnap:
MJF partners recorded 21 cases of kidnapping during the month of May 2020. 19 girls were
kidnapped during the period while 2 boys also had been kidnapped.
Murder:
13 girls were murdered during the l May 2020 while 6 boys were killed during the period.
Sexual harassment during receiving food/other support:
Similar to the violence incidents against women, three girls were sexually harassed while receiving
food or other supports.
Support services for the survivors:
The most common requirement for survivors/victims is t support service, which is inadequate and
absent in some areas. MJF partners tried to provide different types of support to the women and
child survivors amidst the lockdown
lockdown. The support services included medical, legal, mediation/salish,
mediation/
counseling, linkage with different service
providers and follow up communications with
the survivors. In total 18625 supports of the
7410
Women
abovementioned types had been provided by
Children
11215
the partner organizations. Distribution of
support for women and children are projected
Figure 9: Number of support provided for the
survivors

through Figure 9.

Distribution of different types of support for
the female and children
ldren victims are projected through Figures 10 and 11.

Figure 10: Services provided to female survivors

17

196
Follow up support

115

Linkages with service
providers and leaders

1094

Counseling Support

Follow up support

Linkages with service…

Counseling Support

Saliah/Mediation…

Legal Support

83

1799

Saliah/Mediation
Support

896

642

4189

Legal Support

1990

4500
4000
3500
3000
2500
2000
1500
1000
500
0

Medical Support

3844

3760

Medical Support

4000
3500
3000
2500
2000
1500
1000
500
0

Figure 11: Services provided to child survivors
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Limitations and Challenges
Data collection was not easy during this period due to a number of factors. The husbands were at
home due to lockdown and the children were also stuck in houses as their schools are closed. As a
result, the partners faced a number of challenges that led to the limitations of the survey. Some of
the challenges are:














The respondents could not be contacted in person due to social distancing factors
Many respondents did not share information regarding violence against women due to
social stigma and cultural barrier
Women were reluctant to talk about violence issue especially when their husbands and
other members of the family are around
It was difficult for the women to manage time to talk due to care work and domestic work
responsibility /over burden
A large portion of the beneficiaries are very poor and they do not have any cellular phone
Women were under threat of being further tortured or thrown out of the houses if they
disclosed information regarding domestic violence
As most of the survivors were poor, they expected different types of supports like food,
livelihood, loan, relief etc. from the partners instead of other services and supports
Poor telecommunication network hindered communication with the survivors especially for
a longer period of time
In some areas (like the hilly areas) respondents are not habituated in communicating
through mobile phone
Lack of awareness of the respondents regarding different forms of domestic violence
especially, mental and economic torture
In most cases, the respondents do not usually consider domestic physical torture as abuse
unless they reach extreme level
A few group leaders faced resistance from the local influential people while collecting
information on domestic violence against women
Attending mediation/salish sessions by the staff members or group members of the partners
was difficult in most cases

Recommendations
Based on the finding of the survey, MJF is placing following recommendations to the government to
prevent domestic violence, protect the survivors and provide them with proper support:







MJF urges the concerned ministries (Ministry of Home Affairs; Ministry of Law; Ministry of
Woman and Child Affairs etc.) and law enforcing agencies (Bangladesh Police, RAB etc.) to
prioritize protecting women and children during COVID-19 period
Mass circulation of Helpline numbers like
o National Helpline Centre for Violence against Women and children: 109
o Bangladesh Police: 999
o National Legal Aid Services Organization: 16430
Accelerate provision of safe homes for violence survivors
Speedy arrest and trial of the perpetrators
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Proper implementation of “Virtual Court Ordinance” to ensure uninterrupted activities of
Women and Children Repression Prevention Tribunals during COVID-19 period
Accelerate OCCs and ensure health, legal, counseling, food, livelihoods and other supports
by the government
Increase awareness raising initiatives all over the country to reduce domestic violence

MJF also urges the government to consider the following suggestions:








Government should be more alert to stop child marriage
Awareness raising through different mediums on laws related to Child marriage
Increased vigilance where child marriage has already occurred
Reinforce Child Helpline: 1098
Increase awareness raising initiatives all over the country to reduce violence against girl
children
Steps for on line schooling for all children
Prevention of school drop out of adolescent girls
_______________________
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