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We are all struggling to absorb the unfolding shock: the jobs that have disappeared and 

businesses that have suffered; the fundamental and drastic shift to our daily lives, and the fear 
that the worst is still yet to come, especially in the developing world and countries already 

battered by armed conflict. While the COVID-19 pandemic is first and foremost a health crisis, 
its implications are much more far-reaching. 

António Guterres,  
Secretary-General, United Nations 

 
 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic in Bangladesh is part of the worldwide pandemic of coronavirus 
disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-
CoV-2). The virus was confirmed to have spread to Bangladesh in March 2020. The first three 
known cases were reported on 7 March 2020 by the country's epidemiology 
institute, IEDCR.1 Infections remained low until the end of March but saw a steep rise in April.  
 

Currently, Bangladesh falls in the least developed country (LDC) category. Over the past five years 
its economy has been witnessing a 7 percent rate of growth and this was expected to propel it into 
the category of a developing economy by 2021. The coronavirus will put Bangladesh’s aspirations 
in this regard on hold. 2 
 

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic will be felt not just on the national economy but on the 
household economy of millions of Bangladeshis. Its devastating impact is already unfolding in 
Bangladesh. Daily wage earners have been badly hit; many have nothing to live on now and are 
unable to buy food for their families. Hunger, malnutrition, and other problems that have always 
plagued Bangladesh are poised to intensify as a result of the lockdown. 
 

Such problems will increase as Bangladeshi migrant workers return home. Already around half a 
million have returned on account of the COVID-19 outbreak. They will be joined by many millions 
more. Most Bangladeshi migrants work in West Asia, where economies have been hit by declining 
oil prices. Many will be forced out of their jobs and will have to return home to unemployment. 
 

Unlike in several of its neighbors, in Bangladesh, most migrants are from poor rural families. Their 
remittances support entire families and have played a major role in poverty alleviation in 
Bangladesh. That is now in serious jeopardy. 
 
The current crisis is being described as the COVID-19 crisis. But this doesn’t capture the full 
devastation that is being unleashed by the coronavirus. We can say this as “humanitarian crisis 
with a public health dimension.”3 

 
1  "Bangladesh confirms its first three cases of coronavirus". Reuters. 8 March 2020. Archived from the original on 27 March 2020. Retrieved 27 
March 2020. 
2  20-fold rise in Covid-19 cases in Bangladesh since April 1, Dhaka Tribune, 14 April 2020. 
3 https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/the-covid-19-catastrophe-in-bangladesh/ 



Bangladesh in one day- on May 30- will complete 12 weeks since the first Covid-19 cases were 
detected in the country on March 8, and the running week has already become its worst of the 

pandemic. The highest single-day count of new coronavirus cases 
and deaths were both recorded in the current week, painting a grim 
picture of the worsening Covid-19 crisis in the country.4 
In the week starting May 24, a total 10,757 cases have been 
registered over the past six days. This amounts to an average of 
1,793 people testing positive for Covid-19 each day of the week, 
so far, according to government data. Shockingly, this is the 
highest weekly infection rate yet, overtaking the 1,538 cases a day 
in the 11th week, between May 17 and 23. As many as 11,083 new 
cases were confirmed in the 11th week.5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Response from Project Staff  
 

One of the few good things Bangladesh is known for 
around the world is NGOs and their work. As like any 
other crisis a good number of NGOs are involved to 
support community people to face this challenging 
situation. More than hundreds of project staff are involved 
to convince the people, particularly the poor, to follow the 
rules of the lockdown and to maintain social distance. 
They are also involved to raise social awareness on health 
safety, hygiene as prevention of COVID 19 pandemic. It 
is reported that 56% of total staff are men who are working 
in community level and the rest of 44% are women.  
 

Livelihood Status of Beneficiaries: 
 

According to World Health Organization, COVID-19 can be chronic. This calls for the economic 
and social security of citizens to be ensured in this crisis. Experts believe that government food 
aid needs to be provided to an estimated 1.5 crore people in Bangladesh over the next six months.6 

 
4 https://www.dhakatribune.com/health/coronavirus/2020/05/29/bangladesh-in-worst-week-of-covid-19-outbreak 
5 https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/searo/bangladesh/covid-19-who-bangladesh-situation-reports/who-ban-covid-19-sitrep-13-
20200525.pdf?sfvrsn=a15591c0_4 
6 https://tbsnews.net/thoughts/covid-19-battle-between-life-and-livelihood-80542 
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Experts say additional currency can be printed to mobilize liquidity in the near future.  The Prime 
Minister initially announced an emergency stimulus package of $600 million (equivalent to 0.2% 
of GDP) on 25 March, which on 4 April was enhanced significantly to $8.5 billion (equivalent to 
2.5% of GDP) especially for the RMG, industrial and agricultural sectors. However, according to 
experts, proper planning and transparency needs to be ensured for impartial and judicious 
disbursement of the incentive. One of the driving forces of our lives is the economy. Not only the 
marginalized or the low-income population, but also the middle-classes, especially the lower-
middle class, have faced financial problems at this time. 
 

On the other hand, area it is reported 
that a total 12,970 persons lost their 
income activities including 7,960 
women and 5,010 men in the project 
area. Still 10,394 people are 
economically inactive. A large 
number of people reduced food 
consumption and are taking low 
nutrition intake which will lead 
them innumerable health hazard. A 
small number of community people 
are still running small businesses 
during this pandemic situation.    
 
 

 

Awareness raising and safety support:  
 

Preventative measures against COVID-19 transmission are in 
place at project area through awareness raising and safety 
support. Different tools are used to raise awareness in the 
community people. Through this project partners did 
announcement through miking in 37 Union Parishad (UP). 
Total 1222 UP are covered by leaflet distribution. Awareness 
sessions are also held through community radio. 
Demonstration of hand sanitization spots are established in 
three UPs. Number of festoons are hanged in 62 UPs.  
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SL Name and type of awareness 
activity 

Area coverage 
 (UP)  

1 Announcement through mike 37 
2 Leaflet distribution  1222 
3 Booklet distribution 6 
4 Festoon distribution 62 
5 Program through community radio  33 
6 Demonstration of hand sanitization  3 

 
It is reported from all 17 partner 
organizations that 20,998 masks, 14328 
soaps, 2000 pack of bleaching powder, 
2320 pack of detergent powder and 1070 
units of hand sanitizer distributed in 
collaboration of Government initiatives in 
the project area. It is noted that partners are 
closely attached with local government 
authority to distribute the safety equipment 
to prevent community transmission of 
Covid 19.      
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Advocacy/networking initiatives taken by the partner: 
 

Name and type of Activities  Number Govt. departments/Union committee 

Counselling support 200 3 Union Parishads, Union committee 
List preparation for relief 1618 Office of Project Implementation Office (PIO) 
Volunteer support  132 Office of PIO, Union committee 
Inclusion in different committee at UP level 18 

 

Awareness raising support  5622 3 Ups; Office of PIO,  
Inclusion in COVID 19 response relief related 
committee 

6 Office of PIO,  

Inclusion in COVID 19 response CGBV 
related committee 

86 Local Level  

Influence govt. to provide support in favor 
of beneficiaries/most vulnerable population  

156 Upazilla Level  

 

MJF received information that partners are working closely with different GoB officials in their 
jurisdiction as part of advocacy and networking initiatives. During this period partners provided 
200 counselling support in 3 Union Parishad (UP). Partners collected 5622 different awareness 
raising support from GoB as part of advocacy and distributed to the community people. In 18 local 
committees on to combating gender-based violence partners got included. All the partners are 
diligently involved to prepare list for relief and they also provided volunteer support to different 
GoB institutions. Partners are also attended regular meeting on response to Covid-19 organized by 
local GoB authorities. Most important part is that 9 partner organizations are able to collect 
emergency food support from GoB and distributed to marginalized community.  

Community Engagement in Awareness and Received Services 
 

Besides the staff of the project partners a 
good number of beneficiaries are also 
engaged in awareness to prevent Covid 19. 
Community people are involved 
significantly to collect different GoB 
services for other community people. A 
large number of women leaders from 
project beneficiaries are engaged to collect 
and distribute food and cash support to 
marginalized people. They also provided 
counselling support for gender-based 
violence reduction and livelihood promotion. Social support group and youth members of the 



project participated in awareness program and emergency food support initiative. Adolescent 
group members are also taking part to reduce gender-based violence and awareness activities.  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenges in the field:  

 Through this project, partners distributed masks and soap for the beneficiaries. Whereas, huge 
demand for food support raised from community people especially from hard to reach areas. 

 Most of the village and farmers group members are sufferer of COVID-19 situation, it is 
needed long time planning for livelihood 

 Most of the people in the hilly areas are Jum farmers. Due to traditional Jum cultivation, food 
crisis has to be addressed here during lean period.  

 Most of the time rumors took place in community which made difficult to communicate 
community people.   

 It is very difficult to work preventing violence while maintaining social distance, Not getting 
the required services from the service providers. 

 In the current situation all the people are at risk and the local administration has restrictions on 
the movement which may hinder the administration from organize and conducting awareness 
activities without permission. Moreover, awareness materials - leaflet, festoons, banners 
cannot be printings in the working area and even if possible, higher prices are being demanded 
and in the working areas most of the villages have restrictions on the entry of outsiders’ people 
in their own way/ locked down. 
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