
  
 

 

 

During January-March 2022, Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF) accelerated its regular activities and 

advocacy efforts for effective measures taken by the government and relevant agencies to improve 

overall conditions of women & children and most marginalised people of the country. Besides, several 

projects’ activities continued with the beneficiaries to make them aware on different issues to claim 

their rights and entitlements. 

This e-newsletter highlights some of the major activities undertaken during the mentioned period of Jan-

Mar 2022. 

 

Violence against indigenous women in Bangladesh: MJF study 

MJF along with Bangladesh Indigenous Women Network (BIWN) and Kapaeeng Foundation organised a 

seminar on 29 March at Daily Star Conference Hall to share a study findings conducted on violence 

against indigenous women and girls in Bangladesh.  

The study found that only about 12% of all rape incidents involving indigenous women and girls have 

been perpetrated by those from indigenous communities. Kapaeeng Foundation revealed the statistics 

after examining 460 incidents of violence against indigenous women and girls between 2009 and 2020 in 

39 districts (plain land and hill tracts areas). In only four percent of cases of murder after rape, the 

offenders were indigenous themselves. None of the ‘attempt to rape’ incidents were perpetrated by 

indigenous people. The study also revealed that a majority of the rapes were done by neighbours. 
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Dr Mizanur Rahman, former Chairperson of National Human Rights Commission was present in the 

event. He said, "The culture of impunity has worsened the situation of violence against indigenous 

women and children." He added, "We must work harder in this regard, so that our voices reach the 

institutions that can make the changes." 

Dr Sadeka Halim, Professor of sociology at Dhaka University, mentioned indigenous women are further 

marginalised because most of them live in hard to reach areas.  

Shaheen Anam, Executive Director of MJF, said because the justice system is not women-friendly, 

marginalised women face even more problems when seeking justice. She said the findings are being 

disseminated to help the state take necessary measures to improve the situation. 

Sanjeeb Drong, Secretary General of Bangladesh Adivasi Forum; Falguni Tripura, coordinator of 

Bangladesh Indigenous Women's Network; and Pallab Chakma, Executive Director of Kapaeeng 

Foundation, also spoke at the event.  

 

Seminar: Parents’ support can stop girl child marriage in Bangladesh 

 

Manusher Jonno Foundation organised a seminar titled ‘Parents can stop child marriage’ 27 March 2022 
at CIRDAP Auditorium. It came out from the seminar that growing awareness of the problems of girl 
child marriage have inspired organisations, public officials and law enforcers to stop child marriages, but 
these efforts have been too few and far between to make a major impact without parents willingness of 
not to married off their own girl child.  
 
Poverty is a major driver of girl child marriage, but other factors include the illegal but widespread 
practice of giving dowry, and the general failure of the state to provide security to girls and women. 



Despite education being free till secondary school, girls are forced into marriage due to these factors. 
According to MJF research, 13,886 girls got married between the age of 10 and 17 years during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The research was conducted in 21 districts of the country. It also suggested that in 
78% of the cases, parents were found to be prime instigators behind their own child marriage. 
 
The Chief Guest, Education Minister Dr Dipu Moni said, “In order to create awareness among parents, 
everyone – including the government, non-governmental organisations as well as other professionals – 
should be proactive. “Even if a girl gets married, we have to make sure that she can continue her 
education afterwards,” she added. 
 
Nasima Begum, Chairman of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) was present in the event as 
Special Guest. She said “Human rights of many children are violated due to early marriage. The mass 
campaign is needed to stop child marriage,” 
 
Moderator of the seminar Shaheen Anam, Executive Director of MJF, said: “Almost all parents think that 
their child is at risk and that is why they want to marry off their girl child early. But they may not realise 
that their daughter is going to face a greater risk afterwards.”  
 
"Parents need to understand that child marriage causes a child to drop out of school, which in turn 
reduces or eliminates his or her social interaction, empowerment, and future employment 
opportunities,” she added.  

 

International Women’s Day 2022 celebration at Bangladesh Supreme Court 
International Women's Day observed on 8 March across the country as elsewhere in the world with a 
call for building a sustainable world giving priority to gender equality. This year, theme of the day was 
“gender equality today for a sustainable tomorrow”. Different women, social and political organisations 
took separate programmes to observe the International Women's Day.  
 

Bangladesh Supreme Court Legal 
Aid Committee and Manusher 
Jonno Foundation jointly organised 
a discussion session on ‘Senior 
Female Lawyers’ Role in Increasing 
the Quality of Government’s Legal 
Services at Supreme Court and 
Gender Equality Preferred for a 
Sustainable Future’ at Supreme 
Court Conference Lounge. Chief 
Justice Mr. Hasan Foez Siddique 
was present as Chief Guest. 
Whereas Justice of Appealed 
Division Mr. M. Enayetur Rahim, 

Attorney General, Mr. A M Amin Uddin were present as Special Guest. Justice Mr. Jahangir Hossain, 
Chairman, Supreme Court Legal Aid Committee, presided over the session. 



Chief Justice Mr. Hasan Foez Siddique said, “Women participation are there in every aspects of national 
development initiatives. Discriminations against women exists in the society from the primitive age but 
in present days women have overcome these discriminations and established their rights.” In his speech 
he mentioned about women’s contribution during the liberation war in 1971. He shared that senior 
lawyers’ contribution in providing legal support to the destitute women is remarkable. 
 
Register General of Supreme Court Mr. Bazlur Rahman, General Secretary of Law Reporter’s Forum, Mr. 
Mohammad Yeasin, Member Secretary of Supreme Court Legal Aid Committee, Ms. Abanti Nurul, other 
members of Supreme Court Legal Aid Committee, MJF Programme Coordinator, Ruma Sultana and 33 
panel lawyers attended the programme. 

 

The British High Commission and FCDO representative visited EPR Project 

The British High Commission and the Foreign, Commonwealth Development Office (FCDO) delegation 

visited Excluded People’s Rights in Bangladesh (EPR) Project’s three partner organisations working areas 

to see project’s activities. The team visited partner NGO Abalamban, working for adibashi (ethnic) 

community at Gaibandha District, SKS Foundation, working for women and children at Gaibandha 

District, and Debi Chowdhurani Palli Unnayan Kendra (DCPUK), working for Dalit community at Rangpur 

District from 20-22 March.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
With the support of FCDO, UKaid, Manusher Jonno Foundation along with 60 partner organisations is 

implementing the EPR Project for promoting rights and ensuring entitlements and dignity of most 

marginalised and socially excluded people of Bangladesh. During their visit the team met different 



beneficiary groups, discussed with them about the changes they could make with the support of the 

project and observed their Income Generating Activities (IGAs). Besides, they also met several senior 

government officials of the project areas. While talking with the beneficiaries the team members 

expressed their satisfaction that the group members have increased their ability in cash earning through 

IGAs, availing different government services, become member of local level different platforms/forums/ 

committee within a very short period. 

Javed Patel, Deputy High Commissioner, Tom Burge, Team Leader- Governance and Political Team, Matt 

Carter, Senior Governance Advisor, Doyin Adele-Shiyanbola, Second Secretary-Political, Tahera Jabeen, 

Social Development Advisor, Bishojit Deb, Programme Management Advisor and Afroza Chowdhury, 

Programme Manager were the team members from FCDO Bangladesh delegation. Along with partner 

NGOs staff, S M Zubair Ali Khan, Director- Monitoring & Evaluation and Shoeib Shazzad Khan, Senior 

Programme Coordinator of MJF accompanied them in the field.  

 

Leadership boot camp for the adolescents, young girls and transgender 

 

  

Women’s Voice and Leadership Bangladesh (WVLB) Project organised a three day long ‘Youth Leadership 

Boot Camp 2022’ at Savar for the adolescent and young girls/transgender from grassroots level. A total 

of 42 participants joined from different areas across Bangladesh, of whom 37 were girls and 5 were from 

transgender community. 

In Bangladesh, Manusher Jonno Foundation has been implementing the Project since 2019 to respond to 

the needs of local women’s rights organisations (WROs) working to advance the empowerment of 

women, girls, and transgender and promote gender equality, protect the human rights of women and 

girls. Participants came from different marginalised groups like violence survivors, transgender, sex 

workers, Dalits, slum dwellers, and ethnic. Through this Boot Camp MJF motivated participants’ 

personalities together and provided information on gender perspectives, voluntarism, campaigning, 

empathetic communication, with an aim of developing self-worth and confidence. MJF believes that this 

initiative will help them to increase their self-confidence and leadership skills to familiarize themselves 

with different practical engagements and will support them to be recognised as an ‘Ambassador’ in 

future endeavors. 

 


