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Preface
Manusher Jonno Founda�on (MJF) has been working for two decades to ensure the 
well-being of disadvantaged, and marginalized people in Bangladesh and promote 
human rights, good governance, and gender equality through a rights-based approach. 
MJF’s priority target groups include women and children, indigenous, persons with 
disabili�es, hijra and transgender, landless, dalit and sex workers. The Founda�on's 
main goal is to establish the rights of marginalized people so that they are able to live 
in dignity and wellbeing.  

The issue of the rights of sex workers in Bangladesh is indeed complex and subject to 
ongoing debates among various stakeholders, including social ac�vists, feminists, and 
human rights ac�vists. The country's conven�onal social and religious values have 
played a significant role in shaping the discourse around sex work.

The rights of sex workers with broader cultural and religious values remain a delicate 
challenge in Bangladesh. Despite the cons�tu�onal assurance of equal rights for all 
ci�zens, the prac�cal implementa�on of these rights, especially for sex workers, is 
challenging, and leads to their marginaliza�on. Bangladesh being a signatory of the 
Universal Declara�on of Human Rights (UDHR) is bound to comply with its principles 
of rights as inherent and indivisible, sex workers are deprived of various privileges of 
the State as ci�zens because of their occupa�on or social status.

Manusher Jonno Founda�on plays an important role in reducing discrimina�on and 
protec�ng the rights of disadvantaged people, providing them with opportuni�es for 
development and social engagement, and advoca�ng for their human rights through 
partnerships at the na�onal and local levels. 

Currently, MJF is implemen�ng the Women's Voice and Leadership-Bangladesh Project 
aiming for ins�tu�onal capacity building of local women's rights organiza�ons to make 
them efficient in implemen�ng programs to protect and empower the rights of women 
and girls at the grassroots level as well as to work towards achieving gender equality. 

MJF has taken ini�a�ve to publish this book which captured real life experiences of sex 
workers and their children. They have shared their stories of sufferings, distress, 
violence and neglect by the state and society. Some of the stories are heartbreaking 
and brings to light their intense struggle for survival. 
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appreciate their invaluable contribu�ons towards making this endeavor a reality.

Shaheen Anam,
Execu�ve Director
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Sex Workers in Bangladesh
(Brief Summary of MJF’s research)                                                    
Shahana Huda

Sex workers in Bangladesh are vic�ms of various human rights viola�ons and do not 
receive the minimum dignity they deserve as human beings. They are not only 
deprived of rights but vic�ms of oppression and torture. 

These marginalized people are forced to live a very low life with social prejudices only 
due to their profession. Along with this, there is socio-poli�cal and economic 
exploita�on. Since sex work profession is considered dirty and an�social, it is 
inevitable for them to seek a living environment. When talking to sex workers, very bad 
language is used towards them.

Also, the fear of evic�on from their homes always prevails among them. They are 
carrying the memories of the oldest and biggest brothels in Narayanganj, Dhaka, 
Madaripur, Magura, Khulna and Tangail. The homes of the sex workers were 
demolished and their belongings and money were looted, leaving them on the road.

A complex and challenging reality is faced by the sex workers who experience sudden 
evic�on from their locality. This evic�on is not only affec�ng their income but also 
exacerba�ng mental trauma and crea�ng a precarious living situa�on, especially when 
children are with them.  Moreover, the lack of alterna�ve housing and employment 
op�ons further compounds the difficul�es they face. They are forced to become 
floa�ng sex workers for their survival.

Sex workers in Bangladesh are forced to live a very inhuman life. Due to the lack of 
state’s recogni�on and social acceptance, sex workers o�en encounter a range of 
difficul�es including social s�gma, discrimina�on, and threats to their safety, which are 
increased by the  nega�ve a�tudes from various segments of society. 

Although in Bangladesh, sex workers are aware of their rights because of NGO 
interven�ons, but the lack of legal support and a na�onal consensus policy, all they 
face is a significant barrier to the protec�on of their rights. 

Wings of Hope



Rights of sex workers are not protected
The demand and number of sex workers is also increasing in a country like Bangladesh 
due to rapid development, industrializa�on, and emergent consumerism. Neither 
ethics nor religious beliefs is being able to prevent the growth of this profession.

Since there are sex workers in the country, it is the responsibility of the state to protect 
their rights. This is why there is a need for a legal framework at the na�onal level that 
sex workers can enjoy human rights.

Also, the government, NGOs and corporate bodies should create alterna�ve work 
opportuni�es for them outside the brothels. At the same �me, the local level leaders, 
journalists, and human rights workers who are working to protect the rights of sex 
workers, need to arrange realis�c rehabilita�on plan for their well-being and 
livelihood.

Law enforcement agencies of the country are not aware of the rights of sex workers, so 
they cannot or do not take any ini�a�ve to protect the rights of sex workers. Since long 
there has been discussion of se�ng up satellite clinics to offer general treatment near 
their locali�es so that they don't have to go to big hospitals and thus they can avoid 
humilia�on by the service providers. At the same �me, there is a need to establish 
safe-home for women and children of sex workers who wish to leave the profession.

Children in Sex Work
It is es�mated that there are more than 150,000 to 200,000 sex workers in Bangladesh. 
(Amanullah, 2002; Amanullah and Daniel, 1998; Amanullah and Huda, 2012b; NASP, 
2014). 

Although the society of Bangladesh is very conserva�ve and strict about sex trade, but 
s�ll the government has not declared sex trade as illegal for male, female and hijra. 
From an ancient period, sex trade is exis�ng in the Bengal subcon�nent. It also existed 
in the Bri�sh period. At that �me, people were not concern of its legi�macy. The 
Bangladesh cons�tu�ons says that country will try to restrict drugs and gambling. 
Children in sex trade or breing them to involve in sex trade is absolutely illegal in 
Bangladesh. There is a provision of 10 years imprisonment and fine for those who will 
do this work. Registered brothels in Bangladesh require a self-declara�on before any 
woman above the age of 18 can live in a brothel or work as a sex worker. In these 
brothels, the Magistrate or Notary Public and the local police sta�on are involved in 
this registra�on process. However, the respec�ve authori�es mostly remain inac�ve 
on checking the age of the women and girls before entering to any brothel. As a 
consequence, a large number of under aged girl became involved in sex trade. Over 
the �me the number is increasing because, girl child abduc�on, trafficking and 
delinquency.
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How Adolescent Girls Get Involved in Sex Trade
 1. Vic�ms of repe��ve physical abuse and sexual harassment throughout 

adolescence and adulthood and became sex workers.

 2. Girls are forced to work as sex workers when their lovers cheated them and 
traded them to the brothels.

 3. Girls who became vic�m of trafficking, and their family members or rela�ves 
sold them to brothels.

 4. Because of extreme poverty or ageing of mother who were sex workers, 
involved their daughters in sex trade.

 5. Daughters of the sex workers are tortured by the brothel leaders (sardarni) and 
customers. They also get raped by the permanent client of the sex workers and 
thus ended up with sex trade day a�er day.

 6. Some girls got involved in sex trade in need of money and started living in the 
brothels. Some of them got involved in the drug business. They are also drug 
addicted.

 7. Without listening to mothers, some daughters of the sexworkers choose the  
proffession just for fun.

Desires of the Children of Sex Workers 
A study on children in sex work conducted by MJF found that most of the young sex 
workers and children of the sex workers want to leave the sex-trade profession or 
brothel if they get alterna�ve accommoda�on or work opportuni�es. Some wanted to 
leave this profession and got married and wanted to start a family. Some of them 
wanted to return back to their homes. Except a few most of the girls were cheated by 
someone at their young age and became sex worker. They felt that the conspiracy to 
indulge children in the sex trade should be stopped. None of them wants that young 
girls become sex worker. Rather they want them to study and become 
self-independent.

However, while staying in the government or non-government rehabilita�on centers 
the iden��es of young sex workers or children of sex workers become revealed and it 
makes them unwanted by the society and almost all of them get  depressed. All of the 
survey respondents felt that the number of underage girls in sex trade is alarmingly 
increasing and combined efforts are needed to handle this situa�on.

The Role of the Government
 • Educa�on is the best way to mainstream the sex workers’ children. This is more 

important for the girl child.
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 • Provision of safe accommoda�on or safe home facili�es is necessary.  
Programs/ini�a�ves need to be undertaken to integrate the children of sex 
workers into the mainstream of the society by providing educa�on in alterna�ve 
se�ngs. In these safe homes food, daily care, safety, basic educa�on, recrea�onal 
ac�vi�es and health care services should be provided to these children.

 • The Ministry of Women and Children Affairs can play a vital role to enact the 
exis�ng law of protec�ng the child rights as well as can involve other ministries 
who are relevant for this work.

• A specific budget should be allocated to rehabilitate the 
sex workers’ children and for floa�ng child sex workers 
who are at risk.

• Adolescent girls and boys should be educated about 
sexual and reproduc�ve health so that they can learn 
about risky sexual behavior and health consequences, 
healthy life and self-confidence.

• Need to create opportuni�es and access to be�er-quality 
voca�onal trainings.

• The government should take measures to protect the 
rights of teenage workers working in various factories. 
Especially in the workplace, there is a need to have 
special safeguards protocol to prevent violence against 
women and girls. 

 • Government may form a monitoring cell comprising various ministries (i.e. 
Ministry of Women and Children Affairs and Social Development) who will visit 
the brothels from �me to �me and take appropriate ac�ons where necessary.

 • Special provisions and precau�ons have to be taken in prepara�on of affidavits 
by the notery public.

 • Legal ac�on should be taken at the right �me. When the police come to know 
that a child is being involved in sex trade in a brothel or in a hotel, the child 
should be rescued on an urgent basis. Proper care and security should be 
provided to the rescued children. The child should either be returned to its 
parents or sent to a suitable rehabilita�on center with counseling and life-skill 
services.

 • Several laws have been made to protect the rights of children, especially the 
Child Protec�on Law. If a child is involved in crime and arrested by police, the 
parents should be informed first before sending them to juvenile court for trial 
or to make them public.

 • The commi�ers as well as the criminals who traffic the childrenand recruite 
them in sex work should be brought under punishment as per the law.

Educa�on is the 
best way to 
mainstream the 
sex workers’ 
children. This is 
more 
important for 
the girl child
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The Role of the Society 

 • The survey conducted by MJF revealed that many young sex workers wanted to 
return to their families. But they also wanted to be sure that society would 
accept them.

 • The solvent people of the society and the businesspersons can forward to 
support for their educa�on, work, and wedding.

 • The influen�al people of the society can ini�ate ac�ons or campaign against 
child sex trade.

 • A network or public opinion forces can be raised in support of the des�tute 
children.

The Role of NGOs
 • The non-government organiza�ons (NGOs) can take comprehensive ini�a�ves 

to address various aspects of well-being from rights perspec�ve. Such as the 
rights to shelter, educa�on, legal protec�on, and the opportunity to live and 
Work. Collabora�ve efforts among different organiza�ons can lead to more 
effec�ve and sustainable solu�ons.

 • NGOs can take ini�a�ves to create mass awareness and strong networking at 
the grassroots level to prevent sexual harassment of children and their use in 
sex trade.

The sex workers are untouchable, invisible and deprived from society. Therefore, 
government and non-governmental organiza�ons should take it seriously in 
implemen�ng programs to establish the rights of the sex workers.

 Source:  MJF’s Study on Impact of Brothel Evection in Bangladesh, 2016 
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Rights and Reali�es:
Sex Workers and Their Children
Mohuya Leya Falia 

There is no specific narra�ves in the exis�ng laws-whether sex work is legal or illilegal 
in Bangladesh. But it is also true that sex work is not included in the list of legal 
professions in Bangladesh. As a result, sex workers and their children are deprived of 
minimum social and legal support. The existence of conflic�ng laws and policies 
regarding sex work within a country can indeed create challenges in protec�ng the 
rights of sex workers and their children. Societal a�tudes o�en influence legal 
frameworks, and the moral perspec�ve on sex work o�en shapes public opinion and 
policy decisions. Moral judgments contribute to the s�gma�za�on of sex workers, 
making it difficult for them to access support and resources without fear of judgment 
or discrimina�on. The conflicts in laws and policies surrounding sex work involve 
addressing legal inconsistencies, promo�ng a human rights perspec�ve, and 
challenging societal norms that s�gma�ze sex workers. 

The rejec�on and non-acceptance a�tude of the society and the state towards sex 
workers that indeed leads to a range of injus�ces. The nega�ve a�tudes towards sex 
workers do extend to their children, who experience neglect and hatred. 
S�gma�za�on affects the children's well-being, educa�on, and social rela�onships. 
The cycle of discrimina�on con�nues from one genera�on to the next. 

In the Nine�es
Before the 90s, the rights of sex workers in Bangladesh did not come into any 
discussions. It was never thought to bring the issue of sex workers into any 
development discussion in Bangladesh. In 90s, a�er the evic�on of two brothels  
located at English Road, Dhaka and Tanbazar, Narayaganj, these two incidents of 
evic�ons triggered a na�onwide movement. Several women's rights organiza�ons 
united, expressed solidarity, stood alongside with sex workers. This is how the 
movement for the rights of sex workers in Bangladesh began. Based on this, the sex 
workers gradually started to organize. Along with building their own organiza�on, they 
started raising voice for their rights.
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High Court Judgment
At that �me a historic judgment of the High Court was declared where the honorable 
court (writ pe��on number 2871/1999) men�oned, though pros�tu�on is not a 
recognized profession in the society of Bangladesh, there is no obstacle by the in country 
laws to take it as a profession. Sex workers can join this profession by ge�ng registered 
through the appropriate government authori�es. They have the same rights as all other 
ci�zens to enjoy freedom of life and profession and women liberty, regardless of 
whether it is reprehensible or dishonorable. However, fundamental discussions on sex 
work as a profession or the process of gaining the rights for sex workers have not 
progressed much. As a consequence, sex workers and their children live in exclusion. 

How much right have they actually got?
Most of the sex workers living in the brothel are illiterate, des�tute, helpless, poor, and 
they are financially exploited by others in many ways. Several studies revealed that 
social, poli�cal and economic reasons forced women and young girls to become sex 
worker and forced them to live an inhumane life.

Due to the lack of recogni�on of the rights of sex workers, the risk of evic�on from 
brothels has increased severely. This is the greatest threat to sex workers at this 
moment. This is sad, because the movement for their rights started almost two 
decades before but the violence against them has not decreased rather has increased 
day by day. Social and structural isola�on makes these people vulnerable. They are 
forced to accept various oppressive processes, the social and poli�cal systems o�en 
legi�mize these kind of exploi�ve measures. 

Denial of Rights
The children of sex workers suffer from the systema�c oppression and depriva�on. The 
fathers leave them abandoned.  Girl child who stays with their mothers in the brothels 
usually accepts sex work as profession. And when the male child grow up they move to 
other places or get involved in various ac�vi�es that are against social norms. Being 
the child of a sex worker makes their life difficult. 

Most of the children remain invisible to the state due to their unregistered births. 
Names of both parents are required in the birth registra�on form while registering a 
birth. In the case of children of sex workers, the father's iden�ty is o�en unknown even 
to their mother or the fathers of these children do not want to iden�fy themselves. 
School admission form also requires both of the parents name. Though some were 
able to get admission under fake father's names, but many were later expelled by the 
school authori�es and ware disclosed their iden�ty. School dropout is very high among 
the children of sex workers because, they are unaccepted by ins�tu�on management, 
other parents as well as by the students. The children of the sex workers are considered 
as  untouchable and most of the cases they face bullying by their peers. Though the 
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department of social welfare of Bangladesh government operates orphanage centers at 
district level but sex worker’s children cannot admit there as they cannot provide their 
father’s name. 

Mother's Custody Judgment
However, in a historical judgment in 24 January 2023, the High Court of Bangladesh 
said that a mother can be the sole guardian of her child. We hope that this judgment 
of the High Court will enable sex worker mothers to proclaim themselves as guardians 
of their children and their children will be able to enjoy other civil rights including 
educa�on opportuni�es.

Distressed Childhood
The challenges faced by children of sex workers are indeed complex and can have 
significant implica�ons for their well-being and development. Children of sex workers 
grow up in such an environment where their lifestyles, language, behaviors, grooming, 
and customs are not favorable to a child's healthy development. Exposure to the adult 
entertainment industry and its associated ac�vi�es may have a profound impact on a 
child's psychological and emo�onal well-being. The environment and culture in a 
brothel is completely opposite from the mainstream society. And, the children of sex 
workers are forced to live in such distressing environment.

In the last few years, a number of sex workers and their children became homeless 
when their brothels have been evicted and grabbed. Because of this, many sex workers 
lost their living space and the school dropout rate of their children has increased.

Children of sex workers grow up in a suffoca�ng environment, therefore they suffer 
from mental depression and isola�on. Not only mentally but also physically these 
children are oppressed and abused. Physical rela�on of their mother with mul�ple 
men nega�vely impact on the mind of their children. The lack of family iden�ty makes 
them more helpless and fragile. Children without paternal iden�ty mostly are growing 
up in social isola�on and most of the boys when they grow up get involved in crimes 
such as drug addic�on, extor�on, the� and violence acts. 

The sex workers, while remain busy with their clients, their children le� 
unaccompanied, and the girl child fall at risk of abuse and violence. Male child also 
experience sexual abuse which cause them psychological problem and thus become 
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“There is a posi�on for other children in their family or at school. 
Everyone welcome them because they have an iden�ty, they have a 
father. As I don't have a father so I don't have any iden�ty. The society 
has made me isolated from them.” - An adolescent daughter of sex 
worker named Alo (penname).
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drug addicted or drug seller. Neither do they have a playground, a place to study, 
health care, natural lights nor they have educa�on opportunity or any kind of cultural 
ac�vity. Besides, they always suffer from various diseases due to living in an unhealthy, 
and unhygienic environment. Children born and raised in brothels are deprived of all 
opportuni�es for health care, educa�on, recrea�on and a dignified life.

Risk of Girl Child
Girl children living with their mothers in brothels are helpless and at risk. Girl children, 
irrespec�ve of age, are subjected to sexual abuse and forced sexual acts, ranging from 
verbal to sugges�ve sexual offers from their rela�ves, mother's clients, neighbors, 
young slum dwellers, mother’s permanent client or stepfathers. Their situa�on is 
worse than we assume. 

Girl children are pressured from their young age to engage in sex work. No sooner they 
grow up, the eyes of sex brokers and female brothel leaders fall on them. Even if 
mothers don't want to, they are forced to indulge their daughters in sex work. As they 
are young they could not raise their voice, moreover at that age it becomes difficult to 
control greed. Hence, willingly or unwillingly, many girl child choose mother's sex 
profession as their own. The young girls who stay at brothel with their mothers have to 
choose sex work as profession. And once they get into this profession, they have 
nowhere else to go. 

A�er knowing the mother's profession or even the mother quit from sex profession 
and gets married, the girl child's husband and in-laws throw them out as soon as the 
acquaintance is revealed. Young sex workers think that they do not have a different 
place to go. If anyone recognizes them somewhere, they use insensi�ve language. 
Adolescent girls who have le� sex work and come to rehabilita�on centers have not 
had a good experience. They are subjected to humilia�on both at home and outside 
and are kept under strict rules in the rehabilita�on centers.              

Degree of Discrimina�on 
Discrimina�on and violence against the sex worker mothers by the state and society 
nega�vely impact on the children of the sex workers. This discrimina�on also has some 
indirect effects, such as when mothers are evicted from their homes, children also 
become homeless. However, in some cases, apart from the occupa�on of the mother, 
sex workers’ children are directly discriminated because of their iden�ty or surrounding 
situa�on. Children in brothel suffer from severe food crisis. Each and every day they 
struggle for managing food. They live in filthy and polluted environment. They have to 
use unsafe water and unhygienic toilets. Most of the �me they do not get access to 
clean water, safe bathing and hygienic toilet facili�es. Specially, girls do not get access 
to any hygienic sanita�on during their menstrua�on. As a consequence, they suffer 
from various contagious diseases. Sex workers’ children do not get health care services. 
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There is no health center, satellite clinic or EPI center at the brothels. Children in 
brothels grow as malnourished and all the �me suffer from diseases.

Due to the lack of compassion and awareness of the school authori�es and local 
residents, the educa�on opportuni�es of the children of sex workers remain limited. 
Parents do not want to send their children to the school if they find out that the 
children of sex workers are studying in the same school. On top of that, educa�on 
expenses is a major challenge which also needs to be bear by a sex worker mother. 
Everybody cannot afford there expenses.

Rights and Recogni�on
The Cons�tu�on of Bangladesh has recognized educa�on as a fundamental right of all 
ci�zens. The importance of educa�on is recognized by the laws and policies of this 
country. The goal is ensuring a healthy life, clean water, sanita�on and wellbeing for all. 
According to the UN Conven�on on the Rights of the Child, children born in brothels 
will enjoy the same rights as all other children of the society. Bangladesh has ra�fied 
this charter. But, s�ll, the children of sex workers are discriminated from all required 
opportuni�es. They face hurdles enjoying basic human rights, and remain le� out of 
State policies, na�onal target, development projects, na�onal plans and State 
decisions. During COVID-19 period, the sex workers including their children were 
deprived of public and private allowances and healthcare. So, now we have to focus on 
society's most vulnerable and neglected children and their mothers. Thus, the society, 
and State have to find out a right-full solu�ons and eliminate s�gma associated with 
these children. It is precisely important to draw everyone's a�en�on to the fact that no 
child should be abandoned for the sake of the mother's professional iden�ty. 

Successively, social acceptance is very important for the children of sex workers to 
make a child enable society by reducing exploita�ons. In order to change the mentality 
of the society people, a combined effort and support is needed from every corner of 
the society. It's �me for parents, young people, ci�zens as well as professionals like 
lawyers, police, teachers, doctors and religious leaders to change their a�tude 
towards children of sex workers.

It is the responsibility of society and the state to create a suppor�ve environment and 
dignified manners towards them.

Source: 

• Project reports, evaluation reports, consultations conducted by Manusher Jonno Foundation.
• Stories of sex workers and their children.
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“I do not feel good going outside of my own area. People poin�ng me 
badly. Many �mes boys of my age talk nonsense by men�oning my 
mother's name. It hurts me.”- Raju (penname), 13, Sex worker’s child
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Dream to fly wings
in chained life

Somewhere in Jashore, two children named Emon and Labony are growing up with 
colorful dreams. Childhood imagina�on and thousands of endless wishes are there in 
the tender hearts of two children for an unseen future. They are two different children 
but their challenges and boredom are the same. Both of their stories ended up in a 
same place, somewhere there is an unexpected link between them. 

To five-year-old Emon, the sharp eyes boy, her mother Champa (penname) is the 
whole world. Another person also belongs to his imaginary world that is his 
grandmother, who is taking care of him with love and affec�on more than his mother. 
But what about his father? He is a mystery to Emon. Who is the father, where he lives, 
how he looks- nothing is known to Emon. The only thing Emon understands that his 
father stays far away from him, even he wants to, it is not possible for him to come to 
Emon. Bluntly Emon believes this absolute lie. What else he could do but to believe!

So Emon has forgot everything and remains busy with his school and playing sports 
with his friends. To his, school is the best place for fun. Happiness, joy and imagina�on 
all are there in the school classroom. Emon is studying in school and a�er comple�on 
of pre-school now he is a student of class one in a primary school. The name of his 
school is Ijuddin Matabbar Kandi Primary School. Emon loves his school the most. He 
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is very famous in the school like a young genius student. Emon draws very well. That is 
why school teacher hanged a picture of a parrot painted by Emon on the school wall. 
Everyone sees that picture and admires Emon a lot. Emon likes the apprecia�ons.

Though there is much fun and apprecia�ons s�ll Emon become upset. Some�mes 
Emon wondered why he felt like this. Gradually he finds that it is because of others 
a�tude towards her mother. People look at her mother in a different way, they are 
suspicious about his mother, they discuss about his mother in a whispering way. He 
could not understand why it was in such a manner, but he could realize that they were 
talking about his mother and they were not talking something good about her. But he 
doesn't understand why everyone looks at her mother like that or what they talk 
about. But he realizes that his mother is different from his friends' mother.

Emon's mother Champa is a sex worker. She lives in CNB Ghat brothel at Ijuddin 
Matabbar Dangi area in Faridpur. Emon was born in this brothel. The condi�on of the 
brothel is now so dull that Emon's mother is struggling to support herself with what 
she earns. In this situa�on, it is no longer possible for her to pay for his son's educa�on.

Champa had to face problems in ge�ng Emon admi�ed in a new school. S�ll, she tried 
hard to get Emon admi�ed into school. A�er enrolling in a new school, Eamon's 
mother bought him new school uniform. Also bought a school bag with a picture of 
Spiderman. Emon likes Spiderman so much. Emon some�mes wants to be Spiderman! 
Emon also wants to be a school teacher because the teachers of this school are very 
nice. Everyone adores him. 

Emon thinks, if he can become a school teacher, then he will allow all, the rich and 
poor, to be admi�ed to his school without any discrimina�on. He will enroll those kids 
first who live in a similar neighborhood like his one. Emon has one more dream, when 
he grows up he will build a beau�ful house for his mother where Emon will live with 
his mother and grandmother. That home will be full of affec�on, joy, and without fear. 
He will hang his own pain�ngs on the wall. 

Labony’s tale
Whereas Labony’s life is not as nice as Emon. No one there loves her or appreciates 
her. Labony was not lucky enough to have the love and affec�on of her parents. 
Instead, she experienced insults, depriva�on and negligence all through her life. She 
saw children of her age are living with their parents. Whereas she has spent her 
childhood in a NGO shelter home. Labony consider this shelter home as her home. 
While other children grow up in their own homes with their loving parents, Labony not 
even had received her mother’s love. Her mother does not have �me for her!

By controlling her pains she says, “I could not make friends, could not play. When I 
passed by on the street, boys used to say slangs on me. Everyone thought as I was a sex 

worker's daughter so no one would protest of saying me bad words. If I ever 
complained to my teachers, they never said anything on my favor. They always blamed 
me, asked me to behave well.”

Labony doesn't understand that though her mother is a sex worker but she is a human 
being, though she is a daughter of a sex worker, she is also a human being and both of 
them did not chose this life willingly. She is not responsible for her birth then why 
should she listen to these bad words. Why everyone will laugh at her, insult her? Why 
her life is not like other children? Labony wants to learn dance because she loves to 
dance. Being a sex worker’s daughter why she cannot do whatever she wants to 
whereas Emon is doing whatever he likes. Labony wishes that one day she will learn to 
dance and fly like a bu�erfly with her wings, she will fly around like clouds!

Wings of Hope
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Everyone sees that picture and admires Emon a lot. Emon likes the apprecia�ons.

Though there is much fun and apprecia�ons s�ll Emon become upset. Some�mes 
Emon wondered why he felt like this. Gradually he finds that it is because of others 
a�tude towards her mother. People look at her mother in a different way, they are 
suspicious about his mother, they discuss about his mother in a whispering way. He 
could not understand why it was in such a manner, but he could realize that they were 
talking about his mother and they were not talking something good about her. But he 
doesn't understand why everyone looks at her mother like that or what they talk 
about. But he realizes that his mother is different from his friends' mother.

Emon's mother Champa is a sex worker. She lives in CNB Ghat brothel at Ijuddin 
Matabbar Dangi area in Faridpur. Emon was born in this brothel. The condi�on of the 
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Spiderman. Emon likes Spiderman so much. Emon some�mes wants to be Spiderman! 
Emon also wants to be a school teacher because the teachers of this school are very 
nice. Everyone adores him. 

Emon thinks, if he can become a school teacher, then he will allow all, the rich and 
poor, to be admi�ed to his school without any discrimina�on. He will enroll those kids 
first who live in a similar neighborhood like his one. Emon has one more dream, when 
he grows up he will build a beau�ful house for his mother where Emon will live with 
his mother and grandmother. That home will be full of affec�on, joy, and without fear. 
He will hang his own pain�ngs on the wall. 

Labony’s tale
Whereas Labony’s life is not as nice as Emon. No one there loves her or appreciates 
her. Labony was not lucky enough to have the love and affec�on of her parents. 
Instead, she experienced insults, depriva�on and negligence all through her life. She 
saw children of her age are living with their parents. Whereas she has spent her 
childhood in a NGO shelter home. Labony consider this shelter home as her home. 
While other children grow up in their own homes with their loving parents, Labony not 
even had received her mother’s love. Her mother does not have �me for her!

By controlling her pains she says, “I could not make friends, could not play. When I 
passed by on the street, boys used to say slangs on me. Everyone thought as I was a sex 
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worker's daughter so no one would protest of saying me bad words. If I ever 
complained to my teachers, they never said anything on my favor. They always blamed 
me, asked me to behave well.”

Labony doesn't understand that though her mother is a sex worker but she is a human 
being, though she is a daughter of a sex worker, she is also a human being and both of 
them did not chose this life willingly. She is not responsible for her birth then why 
should she listen to these bad words. Why everyone will laugh at her, insult her? Why 
her life is not like other children? Labony wants to learn dance because she loves to 
dance. Being a sex worker’s daughter why she cannot do whatever she wants to 
whereas Emon is doing whatever he likes. Labony wishes that one day she will learn to 
dance and fly like a bu�erfly with her wings, she will fly around like clouds!
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childhood in a NGO shelter home. Labony consider this shelter home as her home. 
While other children grow up in their own homes with their loving parents, Labony not 
even had received her mother’s love. Her mother does not have �me for her!

By controlling her pains she says, “I could not make friends, could not play. When I 
passed by on the street, boys used to say slangs on me. Everyone thought as I was a sex 

worker's daughter so no one would protest of saying me bad words. If I ever 
complained to my teachers, they never said anything on my favor. They always blamed 
me, asked me to behave well.”

Labony doesn't understand that though her mother is a sex worker but she is a human 
being, though she is a daughter of a sex worker, she is also a human being and both of 
them did not chose this life willingly. She is not responsible for her birth then why 
should she listen to these bad words. Why everyone will laugh at her, insult her? Why 
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dance. Being a sex worker’s daughter why she cannot do whatever she wants to 
whereas Emon is doing whatever he likes. Labony wishes that one day she will learn to 
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Dreams of Apurba
Mother, let us imagine we are travelling,

and passing through a

strange and dangerous country.

You are riding in a palanquin

and I am tro�ng by you on a red horse

When Apurba recites the poem “The Hero” by Rabindranath Tagore, he imagines that 
he is opera�ng a plane flying over the sky. His mother is si�ng behind him. His mother 
is watching the clouds on the blue sky which seems like co�on-ball, with an unmindful 
look. He is taking his mother far away. However, Apurba never had seen a plane closely 
or nor even know how many people can sit inside of a plane, how a plane is being 
operated- but he dreams of opera�ng a plane. He came to know from his school 
teacher that who operates a plane is called ‘Pilot’. Apurba dreaming of that he will be 
a pilot and will wanderlust along with his mother around the world.

Apurba’s mother named him ‘Apurba’ because of his a�rac�ve eyes. Apurba is staying 
with his mother in a brothel since his birth. He knows he has a father but he also find 
out that his father does not stay with them, he stays somewhere else. Though 
some�mes he wonder why his father does not stay with them, but by now he knows 
he will never get his answer, his mother always avoid discussing this issue.  Now he 
understands that his father will never stay with them.
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neglected or cheated by the society like her. She could not succeed in life but choose sex 
work as profession. My mother's dream is that I should be able to hold my position with 
a pride in front of the people of the society.”

Shyamoly speak out boldly, “I will get established and take my mother out of this 
profession and take her somewhere, far, far away… maybe near by the slopes of a 
mountain, where clouds will touch my mother’s feet, drops of rain will wash away all 
my mother's sadness, and pure gentle breeze will refresh my mother's soul.”

Now I am studying higher secondary, my dream is to become a doctor when I grow up 
and serve people. Shamoly says, “I know, just because we are poor, our basic needs are 
never met. No one think about our hardship. We have to turn around. And this is for, I 
am desperately trying to become self-dependent. To blend myself with mainstream 
people.”

I know that my mother, I and many of us faced discrimina�on, deprived of services only 
because we are sex workers or sex worker’s children. No one in the society wants to 
accept us as human beings. That’s why I want no one will face the same insults, 
sufferings, and depriva�ons that I had faced. I did not get care but it does not mean 
that I will not care for others.

Source: The stories are collected from sex workers and their children.
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Now Apurba is 7 years old. His mother Kohinoor (pen name) is a sex worker. Apurba’s 
father has another family outside of the brothel. The man who is his so called father 
does not take care of them. Apurba wonder how could that person be his father. In 
reality whom Apurba knows as his father, he is only playing a father’s role.

In his mother’s word, “I am his wife but this is only a formality. I love him, recognize 
him as my husband but he never accepted me as his wife. He also hesitates to 
recognize Apurba as his son. Because he has another family, wife and children, whom 
he loves a lot. He only comes to me because of my money. I give him money and in 
return he has given me an iden�ty.”

Apurba’s all earnest is only to his mother. Seeing Apurba's interest in educa�on, his 
mother Kohinoor admi�ed him to pre-primary class of an NGO’s school. From this 
school, Apurba has learned to read and write Bengali, English, maths and alphabets 
and he can read and spell out Bengali. Besides, Apurba can draw beau�ful pain�ngs 
and recite poems. Apurba dreams of a secure life for his mother where there will be no 
humilia�on or depriva�on. For this he is preparing himself.

Only Death could Set them Free
Human life is very strange! Not only does birth or environment drive a person towards 
a desired goal, but because of being born as a human, each person creates his/her 
unique iden�ty. Bithy is a sex worker’s daughter. Though her two sisters were working 
as sex worker, she wanted to become a doctor. He was con�nuing her study with a 
desire to serve people wearing a white apron. 

Alas! Bithy's dream broke like a dam of sands and she had to embrace death. A�er her 
death, she was buried in the sex workers' graveyard. But in her life she never accepted 
the sex profession or this iden�ty. Bithy was living with her mother and two sisters. 
Though two of her sisters joined in sex work but she didn’t. She wanted to study and 
escape from this place with her mother.

Bithy was a student of class six. On her way to school she was proposed by an 
influen�al person’s son. Bithy refused him but he con�nuously disturbed Bithy on her 
way to school. Even he used to follow her and disturbed her at home inside the 
brothel. He used to prevent Bithy from going to school. Bithi, fed up with the young 
man's proposal and mental tortures, reported the ma�er to the school authority and 
the school authority informed the issue to an NGO working in the brothel. NGO people 
organized a salish and solved the issue in front of the young man’s family. For a while 
nothing happened but one day that boy forcibly cut Bithy’s hair and tortured her 
physically. Bithy stopped going to school because of that young man's torture.

Bithi could not accept this trauma. Gradually she became addicted to drugs. In her life 
there was no hope, dream or wish. Bithi realized that in this world she has no place in 
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never met. No one think about our hardship. We have to turn around. And this is for, I 
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I know that my mother, I and many of us faced discrimina�on, deprived of services only 
because we are sex workers or sex worker’s children. No one in the society wants to 
accept us as human beings. That’s why I want no one will face the same insults, 
sufferings, and depriva�ons that I had faced. I did not get care but it does not mean 
that I will not care for others.
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society, no one to trust, no place to live with dignity. Her sisters’ clients were more 
interested to her as she was young and offered her. Her sisters also started to force her 
to join sex work. But Bithy was never interested and she never wanted to become a sex 
worker.

At one point she could not resist her and commi�ed to suicide by hanging herself! She 
did not surrender to others wish but saved herself by sacrificing her own life. But Bithy 
wanted to become a doctor by studying well, which could not happen because of that 
scoundrel man, Bithy’s sisters and the society. Who was responsible for this incidence? 
Was it Bithy, Bithy’s dream, scoundrel man, Bithy’s sisters, society or the state? Bithy 
raised the ques�on towards all.

The sufferings of Bithy do not end even a�er her death. Bithy was supposed to become 
a respected doctor, people would have respect her. Her life could be happy and 
peaceful! The influen�al people of the society did not allow her to be buried in the 
general graveyard only because of her iden�ty as the child of a sex worker. The 
scoundrel man’s guardians took away Bithy’s rights to sleep in a general graveyard 
while that young man was the reason for her death. Poor Bithy was buried in the sex 
workers' graveyard! In one sense the society surrendered, we have surrendered and 
Bithy also surrendered. This is how we lose! And, this is how thousands of Bithy set 
them free through death!

Let All the Flowers to Bloom
Champa (penname), an adolescent girl from a remote village in Jashore, dreamed of 
growing up one day. Extreme poverty, on the other hand the desire to get something, 
made Champa disappointed. To escape from this life she chose a life that was 
shrouded in darkness. She was distracted by bad people.

Champa was cheated and sold to a brothel. Such a dark world it is where there is no 
hope, nobody helps, and none has any humanity. Despite all the hardships, Champa 
kept her dream alive. When Champa became a young lady at that �me she met 
someone in the brothel and fall in love. Later on, Chama got married to that man and 
le� the brothel. Very soon she became pregnant and at that �me her husband le� her 
alone. Champa was cheated once again.

Hopeless Champa once thought of abor�on. But her mind did not agree. She became 
the mother of a girl child. Along with her daughter, Champa waited for her husband 
but he did not come. One day with her daughter she went out in search of her 
husband. Even though Champa found her husband, he did not accept her anymore.

Champa was forced to return to the brothel. She became mother of three more 
daughters one by one. Even though her own dreams were broken, she s�ll dreamt of 
raising her daughters. When the girls grew a li�le older, Champa rented a house 
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neglected or cheated by the society like her. She could not succeed in life but choose sex 
work as profession. My mother's dream is that I should be able to hold my position with 
a pride in front of the people of the society.”

Shyamoly speak out boldly, “I will get established and take my mother out of this 
profession and take her somewhere, far, far away… maybe near by the slopes of a 
mountain, where clouds will touch my mother’s feet, drops of rain will wash away all 
my mother's sadness, and pure gentle breeze will refresh my mother's soul.”

Now I am studying higher secondary, my dream is to become a doctor when I grow up 
and serve people. Shamoly says, “I know, just because we are poor, our basic needs are 
never met. No one think about our hardship. We have to turn around. And this is for, I 
am desperately trying to become self-dependent. To blend myself with mainstream 
people.”

I know that my mother, I and many of us faced discrimina�on, deprived of services only 
because we are sex workers or sex worker’s children. No one in the society wants to 
accept us as human beings. That’s why I want no one will face the same insults, 
sufferings, and depriva�ons that I had faced. I did not get care but it does not mean 
that I will not care for others.

Source: The stories are collected from sex workers and their children.
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outside the brothel and kept her daughters there. Champa never wanted her 
daughters to get involved in this dark world like her. 

She admi�ed her daughters into a NGO school. But the environment outside of the 
school was not good. Harassment by the spoil boys was very common. Though school 
authori�es were informed but they did not take any ac�on. So Champa was forced to 
shi� her daughters to another school. Due to various circumstances, her elder 
daughter failed in SSC examina�on.

The school teacher scolded her by indica�ng her mother's profession as she could not 
pass the exam. As she was insulted, she le� that school.

A�erwards, she completed her SSC with a very good grade from a different school. 
Now she has completed her gradua�on from a private university. Champa's dream is, 
that her elder daughter will go abroad for higher educa�on and later get a good job. 
Along with that, she will bear the educa�on expenses of her other sisters.

Champa said, “My dreams have not ended yet, in fact dreams never die. Now, all my 
dreams are for my daughters. I wish my daughters will achieve such a posi�on that 
none will judge them by their mother’s past or profession. They will be cherished by 
their own work.”

Though Champa failed to fulfill her own expecta�ons but she expects her daughters to 
become successful in their life. Hence, she prays-stay well Phul, Sheuli, Bakul. We also 
pray for the flowers to bloom.

Willpower and Inner Force are the Best 
Strengths
The girl named Mish� is as sweet as her name and her singing voice is sweeter. Mish�'s 
life should have been smooth, beau�ful and bright. But her life was very difficult as she 
was born in Daulotdia brothel and her mother was a sex worker by profession. Even 
though she had her mother, she could not stay with her mother since birth and did not 
get mother's love and affec�on. Since Mish�’s birth in 1994, her mother never wanted 
her daughter to be known as a daughter of sex worker. A�er Mish� was born, to save 
her from the grab of the sex brokers, she planned to bring up her daughter outside the 
brothel by spending a lot of money with someone else. But there too Mish� had to 
endure many kinds of torture. Although Mish�'s mother provided food for her 
daughter, those who kept Mish� did not give her enough food rather tortured her 
unnecessarily.

A�er Mish�'s mother came to know about her daughter's suffering, she kept Mish� in 
the safe home of a NGO in Rajbari. There Mish� con�nued her study and completed 
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neglected or cheated by the society like her. She could not succeed in life but choose sex 
work as profession. My mother's dream is that I should be able to hold my position with 
a pride in front of the people of the society.”

Shyamoly speak out boldly, “I will get established and take my mother out of this 
profession and take her somewhere, far, far away… maybe near by the slopes of a 
mountain, where clouds will touch my mother’s feet, drops of rain will wash away all 
my mother's sadness, and pure gentle breeze will refresh my mother's soul.”

Now I am studying higher secondary, my dream is to become a doctor when I grow up 
and serve people. Shamoly says, “I know, just because we are poor, our basic needs are 
never met. No one think about our hardship. We have to turn around. And this is for, I 
am desperately trying to become self-dependent. To blend myself with mainstream 
people.”

I know that my mother, I and many of us faced discrimina�on, deprived of services only 
because we are sex workers or sex worker’s children. No one in the society wants to 
accept us as human beings. That’s why I want no one will face the same insults, 
sufferings, and depriva�ons that I had faced. I did not get care but it does not mean 
that I will not care for others.

Source: The stories are collected from sex workers and their children.
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HSC. Then another shock came. According to the rules of the safe home, Mish� had to 
leave the safe home while studying in undergraduate. As Mish� had no place to stay, 
she con�nued her study from a mess in Rajbari. But even there she has to face many 
ques�ons. During holidays or fes�vals other girls used to go home but she could not go 
and had to stay alone in the mess. 

Mish� said, “No matter how difficult it is, I will study and bring my mother out of that 
place, this was my ultimate goal. Keeping this in my mind, I endured all the hardships 
and continued my studies.” By this �me in 2013, Mish� got a job in a local organiza�on 
and started working there as a counselor as well as studying. A�er ge�ng a job, Mish� 
rented a house at Goalando and used to live with her mother. Later she got another 
job.

Mish� is now working as a project coordinator in a private organiza�on and it became 
possible with the support of her mother, her willpower and the desire to live with 
dignity. Mish� brought her mother out of that difficult profession and has built a house 
for her in a village at Pabna, where her mother lives now. Not only that, Mish� got 
married and has a family. Passing through many challenges, Mish� has completed her 
masters in poli�cal science in 2022. A life, which was hard, strict and untouchable, they 
had passed through do not want to remember any more. In every step of that life there 
was bi�er experience for both Mish� and her mother. Because of Mish�'s unwavering 
morale and self-confidence, Mish� did not give up and became successful even a�er 
facing thousands of obstacles. She became established and brought her mother from 
dark to light.

Runa Lives with an Iden�ty Crisis 
Runa wanted to have a family but unfortunately she had been cheated repeatedly in 
her life. Family's poverty and decep�on brought a girl from Jashore to a brothel. While 
staying in the brothel she gave birth of four children. But it was very difficult to raise 
children in an intolerable environment of a brothel. Therefore from the very beginning 
Runa’s sister took the guardianship of her daughter. At the �me of admission to school, 
birth registra�on is required, parents are required to provide iden�ty, but Runa had 
nothing. Being sex worker’s children, her two sons faced challenges while ge�ng 
admission to school. Without birth registra�on card of parents and father’s name 
school authori�es did not want to admit them. When Runa herself went to apply for 
birth registra�on card, she also faced challenges. The authority wanted landowner’s ID 
card, copy of electric bill and her mother’s na�onal ID card. But as Runa’s mother died 
long �me ago therefore her mother had no na�onal iden�ty card. As a result, Runa 
herself could not apply for a na�onal iden�ty card.

Therefore, she took help of her sister for her children’s’ na�onal ID card. Runa's 
daughter has completed SSC in 2022. Her daughter’s dream is to become a doctor, but 
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neglected or cheated by the society like her. She could not succeed in life but choose sex 
work as profession. My mother's dream is that I should be able to hold my position with 
a pride in front of the people of the society.”

Shyamoly speak out boldly, “I will get established and take my mother out of this 
profession and take her somewhere, far, far away… maybe near by the slopes of a 
mountain, where clouds will touch my mother’s feet, drops of rain will wash away all 
my mother's sadness, and pure gentle breeze will refresh my mother's soul.”

Now I am studying higher secondary, my dream is to become a doctor when I grow up 
and serve people. Shamoly says, “I know, just because we are poor, our basic needs are 
never met. No one think about our hardship. We have to turn around. And this is for, I 
am desperately trying to become self-dependent. To blend myself with mainstream 
people.”

I know that my mother, I and many of us faced discrimina�on, deprived of services only 
because we are sex workers or sex worker’s children. No one in the society wants to 
accept us as human beings. That’s why I want no one will face the same insults, 
sufferings, and depriva�ons that I had faced. I did not get care but it does not mean 
that I will not care for others.

Source: The stories are collected from sex workers and their children.
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Runa does not have the financial ability to send her daughter to a medical college. 
Maybe her daughter will be enrolled to a different subject. S�ll, Runa hopes for 
something be�er in her daughter's life.

On the other hand, Runa's eldest son was not very well though he was with his mother. 
He was growing. Why his mother was not at home at night, where she goes .. so a 
doubt was growing in his mind about her. So Runa was forced to send her son to her 
father. Runa’s son did not con�nue his educa�on and now works as a laborer.

Runa says, “Despite all these difficulties, I want that my children will continue their 
studies and become established in the society. I want my children not to experience the 
same amount of hate, neglect and disrespect I received from society as a sex worker. As 
a mother, my only dream is to have a healthy, normal and beautiful life for my 
children.”

Dream of a Mother
Due to the unexpected sudden death of her father, Shiuly Akhtar, a girl from poor 
family, was given in marriage by her mother at her child age. But Shiuly could not stay 
with her husband for long because of physical and mental tortures. But, adolescent 
Shiuly was cheated on a�er leaving her husband's house and ends up to a brothel.

As her father was no more, therefore, she had to take the responsibility of her mother 
and other sisters. She con�nued to meet the family expenses by working in brothel. 
Once she married again and became a mother of one son and one daughter. When her 
daughter was only 11 years old, Shiuly married off her daughter with a fear that her 
daughter's life would not be like her own.

Shiuly could not completely give up her sex work profession. Because what her 
husband earns from fish business is not sufficient to meet the family expenses. Her 
husband has another wife and he has to maintain the expenses of that family. Apart 
from her sex work, Shiuly runs a small tea shop and tries to pay her son's educa�on 
expenses with it. She is able to get the child admi�ed to a school because she has a 
husband. Her son is studying in class nine in science sec�on.

By working hard, Shiuly con�nues to pay for her son's educa�on. Shiuly says, “I hope, 
one day my son will be able to fulfill his mother's dream. After all these poverty, 
violence and separation I did not have any more dreams of my own. Now I only dream 
of raising my son properly.”
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If this is not the Place then Somewhere 
Else
Pushpa’s mother never could not a�end the Parents day. Where in the city Pushpa 
along with her siblings used to stay had to leave as soon as her mother’s iden�ty was 
revealed in the community. She did not have any guardian or mentor all through her 
childhood. Totally alone and in an isolated, intolerable environment Pushpa and her 
siblings have grown up.

Now Pushpa wants to go abroad for higher study, wants to se�le down there. She 
wants to get rid of the nasty iden�fy of her mother and the trauma. Every day she 
along with her siblings experience harassments. That’s why Pushpa wants to move  in 
such a country where no one will want to know her mother’s iden�ty or nobody will 
force them to leave their home.

Pushpa said, “Always we have hidden our mother’s identity. Not even disclosed to my 
close friends.” Pushpa’s mother never wanted her daughter in sex work. So when 
Pushpa was five months old, her mother rented a house outside the brothel. She kept 
caretaker for her child. Every evening she visited her daughter. Pushpa has three more 
siblings.

With the help of an NGO, Pushpa got admission to a school. She studied well and 
completed higher secondary. Though her mother tried her best to keep her children 
safe, unfortunately Pushpa’s school and college life did not go very well. All the �me 
she had a tension of hiding her parents’ iden�ty. Not ever she disclosed it to her close 
friends.

A�er comple�ng her gradua�on and MBA, Pushpa joined a TV channel as an intern. 
But because of her miserable childhood memory, nega�ve side of her mother’s 
profession she could not easily accept the rela�onship between a male and a female 
or sexual rela�on. As a consequence she quit from the media. Pushpa has seen her 
mother’s struggle, sorrows, pains, insults, disrespect, negligence, financial crisis and 
the dark side of life. That is why from the childhood her dream was to become 
educated and get established that she can fulfill her mother’s all wish that she could 
not fulfill in her life. Now Pushpa is ge�ng ready for higher study in abroad.

Tulshimala’s Dream for a New Life 
Tulsimala is a sex worker but also a mother. Being a mother, she has an innate love for 
her child. But, just because she is a sex worker and her children do not have paternity 
she is carrying a lot of pain inside her. In her words, “Being a mother I wish to do 
everything for my children. But I failed due to my financial crisis and my identity. 
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neglected or cheated by the society like her. She could not succeed in life but choose sex 
work as profession. My mother's dream is that I should be able to hold my position with 
a pride in front of the people of the society.”

Shyamoly speak out boldly, “I will get established and take my mother out of this 
profession and take her somewhere, far, far away… maybe near by the slopes of a 
mountain, where clouds will touch my mother’s feet, drops of rain will wash away all 
my mother's sadness, and pure gentle breeze will refresh my mother's soul.”

Now I am studying higher secondary, my dream is to become a doctor when I grow up 
and serve people. Shamoly says, “I know, just because we are poor, our basic needs are 
never met. No one think about our hardship. We have to turn around. And this is for, I 
am desperately trying to become self-dependent. To blend myself with mainstream 
people.”

I know that my mother, I and many of us faced discrimina�on, deprived of services only 
because we are sex workers or sex worker’s children. No one in the society wants to 
accept us as human beings. That’s why I want no one will face the same insults, 
sufferings, and depriva�ons that I had faced. I did not get care but it does not mean 
that I will not care for others.

Source: The stories are collected from sex workers and their children.
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However, I try my best. I have to hide my identity from everywhere. From distance I look 
after them and send money for their expenses. I wish, one day when my children will be 
grownup, they will be independent and will set me free from my dirty identity. I don't 
have to suffer this much anymore. ”

Tulsimala got involved in sex work while came from village to city for a job. Her life was 
ruined at a young age by ge�ng involved with the dark world. Before she could 
understand anything, she got such a shock that she lost her hope forever.

While living in brothel, Tulsimala became a mother of four children even though she 
did not have a husband or family. Among two daughters, she educated the elder one 
up to SSC and married off her. The younger daughter is studying in class five. Her two 
sons are studying in madrassa. Tulsimala is trying hard to bring up her children 
properly because she doesn't want her children's lives to be as dark as her own.

As a mother, keeping her children with her and enrolling them in school by her own 
iden�ty was the biggest obstacle for Tulshimala. So Tulsimala had to take the help of 
her mother to enroll her children in school. Her mother took care of everything, 
including sending them schools and fulfilling the responsibili�es as a guardian in the 
school. In spite of severe financial crisis, Tulsimala is con�nuing to pay for her 
children's educa�on.  

Tulsimala now only dreams that her children will become educated to be self-reliant, 
established and create their own iden�ty. That iden�ty will cover Tulsimala's present 
shameful iden�ty. If they become established in the society, Tulsi and her days of 
hardship will end and she will no longer have to live in poverty. No one in the society 
will make fun of her and her children's iden�ty anymore.

No Ma�er I Got Care or Not, I do Care for 
Others
“I have read the novel ‘Kabi’ by Tarasankar Roy, such a beautiful novel, as if I see my life 
sketch in the novel. Why life is too short?” Shyamoly said.

Again Shyamoly starts, “I didn't get care from anyone, didn't get care from my mother, 
didn't get care from my relatives, didn't get care from society, not even from the 
country where I was born. Still I shared with my mother that I wish to take care of 
people, I want to become a doctor and stand beside all those people who are helpless 
and remain neglected.”  Shyamoly's face was sad while she started talking but her eyes 
were shining like sparkle while she was talking about her dreams.

Shyamoly’s mother is a sex worker by profession. She knows very well about all the 
pains, sorrows and insults of a sex worker and therefore she never wanted a same life 
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neglected or cheated by the society like her. She could not succeed in life but choose sex 
work as profession. My mother's dream is that I should be able to hold my position with 
a pride in front of the people of the society.”

Shyamoly speak out boldly, “I will get established and take my mother out of this 
profession and take her somewhere, far, far away… maybe near by the slopes of a 
mountain, where clouds will touch my mother’s feet, drops of rain will wash away all 
my mother's sadness, and pure gentle breeze will refresh my mother's soul.”

Now I am studying higher secondary, my dream is to become a doctor when I grow up 
and serve people. Shamoly says, “I know, just because we are poor, our basic needs are 
never met. No one think about our hardship. We have to turn around. And this is for, I 
am desperately trying to become self-dependent. To blend myself with mainstream 
people.”

I know that my mother, I and many of us faced discrimina�on, deprived of services only 
because we are sex workers or sex worker’s children. No one in the society wants to 
accept us as human beings. That’s why I want no one will face the same insults, 
sufferings, and depriva�ons that I had faced. I did not get care but it does not mean 
that I will not care for others.

Source: The stories are collected from sex workers and their children.

Wings of Hope



like her for Shyamoly. She managed to keep Shyamoly far away from her. Shyamoly 
went to school, con�nued her educa�on like any other child but in isola�on, no one 
knew her iden�ty. Being her mother, she could not show her love and affec�on to 
Shyamoly. Shyamoly’s grievance reflected in her voice when she was telling her story.

Shyamoly is a 20 years old young girl studying in a higher secondary college at Jashore. 
Unfortunately, in such a young age she had experienced so many nega�ve what is 
there in the list

 • Cannot say my father’s name as I am a daughter of a sex worker.
 • I do not know who my father is.
 • I have never seen my father.
 • I have no one whom I can call ‘father’.
 • I could not mingling with my classmates.
 • My teachers never loved me.
 • I could not roam around with my friends.
 • My teachers never supported me.
 • I could not go to other’s home.
 • I could not bring any one to my home.
 • I could not a�end or par�cipate any social, religious or cultural events.

 • On top of all, I could not say about my own iden�ty.

Countless negligence and depriva�on, the wail of not ge�ng what is her own, crisis of 
own iden�fy nothing could success in suppressing Shyamoly, her search for 
self-iden�ty could not suppress Shyamoli, could not end her love and respect for her 
mother. Shyamoly said, “I once hated my mother's profession, but when I came to 
know about her past, the terrible story of her life, since then I no longer hate my 
mother's profession. It is painful to watching her dying everyday life!” Shyamoly was 
staring with full of anger while saying the words.

It is the people of the society who keep Shamoly isolated. But when her mother with a 
child cheated by her husband was knocking from door to door, asking for a shelter, no 
one helped her. She asked, “Where was the society when she was desperately seeking 
for a work to live? Where were the influential people (so called guardians) of the 
society those who are now cursing my mother by saying ‘untouchable’?” We hate 
society as much as society hates us, by saying this, Shyamoly expresses her rage.

Shyamoly says, “I know my mother is struggling to live this life against her will. After 
being cheated many times in her life, my mother could not but to choose this 
profession. Society looks at her differently because of this profession. The society did 
not accept her, her problems are absolutely her own, she has to deal with everything on 
her own. None from the society supported her. However, my mother did not surrender 
to the life. She is nurturing us and providing us education so that we would not be 
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neglected or cheated by the society like her. She could not succeed in life but choose sex 
work as profession. My mother's dream is that I should be able to hold my position with 
a pride in front of the people of the society.”

Shyamoly speak out boldly, “I will get established and take my mother out of this 
profession and take her somewhere, far, far away… maybe near by the slopes of a 
mountain, where clouds will touch my mother’s feet, drops of rain will wash away all 
my mother's sadness, and pure gentle breeze will refresh my mother's soul.”

Now I am studying higher secondary, my dream is to become a doctor when I grow up 
and serve people. Shamoly says, “I know, just because we are poor, our basic needs are 
never met. No one think about our hardship. We have to turn around. And this is for, I 
am desperately trying to become self-dependent. To blend myself with mainstream 
people.”

I know that my mother, I and many of us faced discrimina�on, deprived of services only 
because we are sex workers or sex worker’s children. No one in the society wants to 
accept us as human beings. That’s why I want no one will face the same insults, 
sufferings, and depriva�ons that I had faced. I did not get care but it does not mean 
that I will not care for others.

Source: The stories are collected from sex workers and their children.
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MJF’s Ini�a�ves for
Sex Workers
and Their Children
Kamrujjahan Flora

For more than two decades, MJF has been adop�ng a rights-based approach to 
improve the quality of life, promote human rights, good governance and gender 
equality for the most marginalized and socially excluded people of Bangladesh. MJF 
ensures grant making, capacity building, policy advocacy, and fund management 
aiming to protect the rights of women and girls, indigenous people, persons with 
disabili�es, hijra and transgender community, landless, Dalit-Harijan and sex workers.

Since 2002, MJF has been suppor�ng sex workers’ organiza�ons for shaping 
movement, and strengthening sex workers’ organiza�on on the ground of human 
rights, and channeled fund to implement grassroots ac�vi�es, extended technical 
assistance of program design, implementa�on, and financial management; for 
examples: 

 1. Planned and organized protests against the brothel evic�on and supported for 
writ pe��on against brothel evic�on.

 2. Supported the Sex Workers’ Network growing as an organiza�on.

 3. Provided legal and medical support to the sex workers.

 4. Provided educa�on and voca�onal skill building support to the children of sex 
workers.

MJF has been implemen�ng a project named Women’s Voice and Leadership (WVL) 
Bangladesh, a global ini�a�ve of Global Affairs Canada to support Canada’s new 
Feminist Interna�onal Assistance Policy. The goal of this project is to respond to the 
needs of local Women’s Rights Organiza�ons (WROs) working to advance the 
leadership and empowerment of women, girls and transgender. It also promotes 
gender equality, protects the human rights of women, girls and transgender. The 
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project consider three basic aspects: ins�tu�onal development, integrate feminist 
approach in ins�tu�onal prac�ces, and gender equality programming. Therefore, to 
a�ain the project goal, MJF’s main responsibility is unifying movements for women 
empowerment, promo�ng and protec�ng the rights of women and girls, addressing 
violence against women and girls' lives, crea�ng scope for equal par�cipa�on, and 
opportuni�es.

Since 2020, MJF has been collabora�ng with the Sex Workers Network and Muk� 
Mahila Samity, two organiza�ons dedicated to working with sex workers and their 
children through a partnership under the Women's Voice and Leadership-Bangladesh 
project. This ini�a�ve aims to enhance the ins�tu�onal capacity of both organiza�ons, 
with a focus on strengthening their capaci�es. MJF provides essen�al technical skills 
enhancement support for the implementa�on of ac�vi�es at the field level, along with 
skill enhancement in program and financial management. Ongoing project includes 
diverse services which are:

 • Cons�tu�on review to make it up to-date and effec�ve in alignment with gender 
equality, and rights.

 • Formula�on of organiza�onal policies. 

 • Development of Organiza�on Development Ac�on Plan (ODAP) on the basis of 
Ins�tu�onal Capacity Needs Assessment Study.

 • Five years Strategic Plan development. 

 • System introduced to uphold sound financial management.

 • Developing and prac�cing diverse opera�onal guidelines to implement project 
ac�vi�es. 

 • Arrange skill development for the board members of sex workers’ organiza�ons.

 • Support to sex workers’ children by s�pend to keep con�nue their study.

 • Provide legal aid and health care services to the sex workers at brothel based.

 • Organize life skill training for the sex workers’ children.

 • Provide support to the sex workers’ children so that they can par�cipate in 
cultural events and sports.

Furthermore, the organiza�on extends knowledge and skill to foster the development 
and enhancement of feminist programs. This involves contribu�ons to the 
development of management strategies, knowledge enhancement, and skills 
development in feminist leadership and prac�ce.

These two organiza�ons are con�nuously doing lobby and advocacy works with the 
government and various service providing departments/ agencies, as a result the 
targeted popula�on has benefited in various ways, such as; 
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 • 20 sex workers’ children have received motor vehicle driving training by 
government funding.

 • 1300 sex workers received food assistance from government during COVID-19 
period.

 • Sex workers are ge�ng different government’s social safety net services.

 • Under the WVLB Project ini�a�ve, 100 sex workers have received IGA training as 
well as small amount of grants to start their business and 20 adolescent girls 
have received computer training. 

In 2020, when Corona spread in Bangladesh like the rest of the world, sex workers and 
their children suffered a lot. Their income was stopped. MJF through WVLB Project 
provided cash support and food during the COVID-19 period.   In con�nua�on to this, 
MJF s�ll con�nues financial support to sex workers under Crowd Funding, and �ll 
to-date 335 sex workers received cash support for in last two years.

In our country, sex workers and their children live a nameless life. Their lives are 
constantly being subjected to violence and disgrace. They do not even exist in the 
society, they exist as if they are forbidden in this society. “MJF” advocates for the 
empowerment of sex workers, and their organiza�ons through capacity enhancement, 
MJF firmly believes that sex workers should be afforded the same rights and 
protec�ons as any other workers, and emphasizes the importance of recognizing and 
respec�ng the agency of individuals engaged in sex work.
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Open All the Windows 

Sex work in this society is perceived in a morality viewpoint, varying views on the 
morality of sex work, influenced by cultural, religious, and historical factors. Public 
discourse o�en involves a nuanced examina�on of these viewpoints and their 
implica�ons for policies and societal a�tudes toward sex work.

This profession exists because of its demand. Surprisingly, no one is poin�ng fingers at 
the males who visit them, spend money on them. They are not hated or cri�cized. But 
all the people hate the sex workers. What a peculiar a�tude of the society!

Within feminist circles, there are diverse views on sex work. Some feminists argue that 
sex work perpetuates gender inequality and exploita�on, while others emphasize the 
importance of respec�ng the choices and agency of individual sex workers.

According to the law of Bangladesh, all children as well as sex workers’ children have 
equal rights to get care, support, educa�on and security. All these facili�es are 
essen�al for the children living in the brothels. A small por�on of these children get 
benefits from the NGO operated shelter homes. None of them will go back to brothel.

The comprehensive development program with an integra�on of child care, educa�on, 
safety-security, and enabling environment may be effec�ve for the well-being of the 
children of sex workers. This alterna�ve support is required un�l the age of 18 to 
ensure dignified lives of them.  

Not only the government or NGOs, the social elites, and well-off individuals of the 
society should come forward to help the children. If we all work together we can save 
these children. We have to make the children of the sex workers free from the 
unwanted legacy. Rather, we all together should create a favorable society, so that no 
one leave behind. The door of possibili�es needs to be opened for these children. 
Thus, the children will enjoy every rights they deserve as human being. 
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Desire for good days    

The country that was born through struggleour country gained independence by 
sruggle. Many people gave their lives, many people lost their rela�ves. A�er our 
independence, a cons�tu�on was then dra�ed, in which equal rights were recognized 
for all. In a country where on the ground of jus�ce the cons�tu�on has been wri�en to 
establish a non-discriminatory society, some have to be hopeful to find the solu�on for 
a child of a sex worker, who born and brought up in a brothel. Born as a human being, 
a child should be given his/her rights. Every child deserves life which is good and free 
from hunger, educa�on, love, care, safety, and dignity. And the responsibility of this 
state is to ensure these rights to them.
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discourse o�en involves a nuanced examina�on of these viewpoints and their 
implica�ons for policies and societal a�tudes toward sex work.

This profession exists because of its demand. Surprisingly, no one is poin�ng fingers at 
the males who visit them, spend money on them. They are not hated or cri�cized. But 
all the people hate the sex workers. What a peculiar a�tude of the society!

Within feminist circles, there are diverse views on sex work. Some feminists argue that 
sex work perpetuates gender inequality and exploita�on, while others emphasize the 
importance of respec�ng the choices and agency of individual sex workers.

According to the law of Bangladesh, all children as well as sex workers’ children have 
equal rights to get care, support, educa�on and security. All these facili�es are 
essen�al for the children living in the brothels. A small por�on of these children get 
benefits from the NGO operated shelter homes. None of them will go back to brothel.

The comprehensive development program with an integra�on of child care, educa�on, 
safety-security, and enabling environment may be effec�ve for the well-being of the 
children of sex workers. This alterna�ve support is required un�l the age of 18 to 
ensure dignified lives of them.  

Not only the government or NGOs, the social elites, and well-off individuals of the 
society should come forward to help the children. If we all work together we can save 
these children. We have to make the children of the sex workers free from the 
unwanted legacy. Rather, we all together should create a favorable society, so that no 
one leave behind. The door of possibili�es needs to be opened for these children. 
Thus, the children will enjoy every rights they deserve as human being. 

Desire for good days    

The country that was born through struggleour country gained independence by 
sruggle. Many people gave their lives, many people lost their rela�ves. A�er our 
independence, a cons�tu�on was then dra�ed, in which equal rights were recognized 
for all. In a country where on the ground of jus�ce the cons�tu�on has been wri�en to 
establish a non-discriminatory society, some have to be hopeful to find the solu�on for 
a child of a sex worker, who born and brought up in a brothel. Born as a human being, 
a child should be given his/her rights. Every child deserves life which is good and free 
from hunger, educa�on, love, care, safety, and dignity. And the responsibility of this 
state is to ensure these rights to them.
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