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Bangladesh Child Rights Situation-2013

(Reflections from Newspapers)




Background

Though several reports on child rights in Bangladesh have besn published in recent
vears, there 5 & lack of regular arrangements of data and facts about the issuss of
Children. Az a result, in the "Concluding cheervations for Bangladesh” made by the LIN
Child's Rights Commities, a recommendafion was proposed to develop & regular data
storage and analysis system o monifor the situation of Children in Bangladesh, In this
context, since 2011 Manusher Jonno Foundation have been collecting and sharing the
fnnual situation of the Thid right to all the relevant stakeholders, Bangladesh Child
Rights Situation-2013, is the confinuation of that effart,
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Purpose
» To determing the problem and prospects of children in different dimensions,
# Tox partray the reality of Child Rights situation through numerical data,
# T analyze the causes and current frend of the issues that affect the children,

Method

Everyday differant chikd related news are collected from 6 Mational Daily Mewspapers, which are The Daily
Prothom-Ao, The Daily Mefag, The Daily Jugantor, The Dally Samakal, The Daly Mew Sge and The Dally Star,
Then these news are anahyzed and split in a format with several thematic categorkes. Thus through a consstant
anakyses all the news of the manths are categonizes and an anahdical overdew s made at the and af the month,
Fram that monthly anabysis an annual data of the child situation = made at e end of the yaar,

Time-Period
January 2013 - December 2013,



Compiled Children's Situation

In 2073, children related 1286 positive news were published fwhich was 1181 in 2012} and 2885 negafive news
were published fwhich was 2677 in 2012),
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A snapshot of positive news

Mews Category Total in 2013 Total in 2012
Fastival (Fim, Pasriting, Theatre, Sports compatition, Math Clymipiad 102 180
hagic show, Fim screening, Book fair efc.)

Rescued (dbduction, Eary marrage, Trafficking efe.) 161 2m
Law endoroament &7 [xs!
Cevakoprment in Education 83 38
Gelfting Batter Lde/Support to ive better 55 145
Awiard geingy’ Scrolarship 125 &
SermninarAtorkshopTraningSuniey report 2 B5
Student protest (Human chain®ress release / Procession &ic) 125 &1
Recepton/FarewelRaunicn 1581 BS
Ressult Esarmn 41 4
Administrative Decskon 25 18
Irmecvirment in Socsal Work 13 10
hental StrengtheCther Acheevements a3 18
Immunizatien 3 b}
Poitical Cormmitrment e o1
M Catedyon zed 168 108




Positive News

I 2013, the most positie news were of rescung the children from frafficking, abduction and eary
marriagz. 181 mews has bean publshed regardng receplion of falented students, raunion and
farenwall of students,

Analyzing the 2nd highest news- rescued from abduction, trafficking, early mamage; a fact came out
that although law enforcement played rok to rescue children from trafficking and abduction, local
stakehalders plaved e magor role In preventing
early marmages. In some cases children have taken
help of the aduts to prevent early marnmages.

In 2013, 125 news have bean served regarding
scholarships, honors for achievements in vanous
fickd of educaticn and prize giving ceremonies.

125 news  were published where student
protastad  regarding  moad  accidanls,  Sexual
harassments, immoral  behaviors of leachers
thrawgh  maaling, human-chaln,  mamorEndum
submisson agars! comuption and rragulantss in
sehool mattars,
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102 news of varous festivals Le- book fairs, film festivals, sclence fairs, debate competitions, magic shows,
math Olymplads weare published  and most of these events weare cantric, the panicipation of children from
remole areas and marginal groups was very Imited. Children's participation and miterest in these types af
programs s increasing gradually. But it s obsarved that such initiatives only targeted the students,
dizadvantaged children, sireel children and child labor who do noet attend schools have no room to paricipate in
these.

Regardng judcial and law enforcement of the agenclies B news have been sersad; where most news were
related to harasser penalty, death penalty for murder, rape and sexual cppressors penalty. Mews number related
1o santancing for child murder, punshment of sexual harassment was almast as same a8 pravious yearns,

Education and developmeant refated B3 news have bean served; where news related to new bocks dstribution,
varous projcts on educational development, donation to varous educational institutions by varkous
organizations, voluneers operated schools have taken places. i 2012, such acthities publshed n 38 news,

F2news have baen publishad ralated 1o children focused seminars, workshops, Trainings. Most of these avenits
arg organized by the Child focused NGOs and few are by tha govarnmeant,

Banews have boon publizhed about the development related 1o haw the children are Iving bettar life than before,
what new facilities children are getting from vllage and town. Mainly the news, related to the activities parformed
by wvanous government, non-govemmental and scclal crganizations to improve the lifsstyde of children have
dominatad here,

In 2013, regarding PSC, J5C, 550 axam results 41 news have bean publizhad.



Alnewvs have been reporied relating Me struggling with adverse
siuation and studying, playing positive role with exdraardinary
Takent,

Regarding childran related laws and govemment dacisions,
2Bnews have been served, in which, news of draft list of
hazardous child labon child law amendmaent, human trafficking
prevention act, pneumonia vaccing will be included in EPI from
the mest vear were alc wara notable. Such news was 18 in 2012,

Some news were found about children's locally asscciation with
a varely of social works like winter clothes  distribution,
chanliness campalgns, kocal level road dewelopment ofc, a 1olal
13 news mave boeen publshed under This categon,.,

In addition, vaccination program ralated Bnews have bean
zerved,

Regarding political commitment 1o the education of aulistic
children B news have been sarved. Such news was 1in 2012,

Ancther 168 vanous child relatad news wene served which warg
nod classified due 1o the varety of subjects,



On the confrary, negalive events lor children in this summary read as lollows:

205 266 15 Howsd Accident 228
1174 B3g patls Other Accidents 581
2603709 a0 0 Education Prabilem 237
1501468 10 52 Health Prolem 70
183 02 136 Sexual Harassment 150
267 12 230 Rape 245
24 0 19 Atternpl ta Rape 24
a0 a2 2 Kicinapping BB
1 0 1 Atlemgt 1o Kidnap 1
a4 a2 1 Early Marriage 7B
343 335 2 Murder an
36 0 3 Attermpl 1o Murder 24
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Megative Events
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In 2M3 pews of road accidents have been served 228 in 1ofal. In these 265 children died and 15 got burt,
Compare to each month of 2013, in December highest of 41 children and in June kowest of 13 children died in
accidents. In 20712 the total death was 353, Most accidents were reported because of the inefficiency,
carelessness, unstable moedicn of dhivers,
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Apart from road accidents, DBT news ol olbwr accidents were sersed, where B38 children died and Z98 injured,

In these accidents, D02 chikdren drowned (118 max on August), 48 died because of electic shack, 12 died in
landslides an the hill, 26 ded of bghining siikes, 23 disd of all from buildng, 27 disd of food posoning, 19 disd
ol snake biles, In addifion, b sludents were injured n an inler-sporl compelilion of a schoal. In 2002, the dealh
foll was ShE.




Analyzing 70 health problem refated mews; 10 chiklren died of lack of treatment, infrastructural constraints,
franspartation problems etc and 53 did not get proper medical care. Individual incidents have been counted
here; besides, in area of hospital related reports, various aspects of health care quality issuses have been raised.
Maonthly basis health refated news ane given below:
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I 2013, child rape news was published in tefal of 245, and according to that 257 children were raped, where 12
died amd 239 severaly injured and taking treatment. Maost of the children were raped when she was akone o
cping somewhere alone. A significant numbser of children have been victims of rape on the way 1o school or by
the teacher, In 2012, 155 were the victims of rape.
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Further, according to other 24 news, 24 more chikdren were attemnipied 10 be raped, who eventually escaped, but
19 of those were injured severch

Excepd rape, 150 reports of other type of sexual assault were published, where such news were 74 in 2012, In
such incidents, 132 children severely injured,

Lasi vear a tolal of BG abduction related news were published, where 90 children werz found abducted and 2
amangst them were murdered after abduction. Compared to 2092, in 2013 the phenomencn that has nsen is
abduction,

In 2013, from 337 nesws reports it is found that 335 children have been murderad.

Amaongst this news, cause of 248 murder cases were published. 48 people murdered by family enemies, 3 of for
rarsom |, 33 termor victims, 13 for land dspute, 20 of feud, 17 murdensd by the friends, 7 at the hands of robbers,
7 for kove refated matter, 7 for parends’ extra marital affairs, 8 after getling raped, & child domestic worker at
workplaces, 8 for dowry, 4 by the BSF at the border,

In 2012, the death was 414,

Besides, other 24 news reports show 36 children were attempted to be murdered, where 35 gol severely
injured.

41 news published that 264 chikdren were abused physically throughout the yearn &mongst them 1 died and 130
o injured.
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Last year 166 suicide victims were found from 158news, where 33 children committed suicide for involving
in lowe, 24 by hodf, 27 for family fewd, 12 dee to regular sexual harsssment, 5 being subjecied to raps, 3 for
fear of spreading pomographic video, 14 for failing in schoal exams, In 2002, 165 children committed

suicice for similar reasons,
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Las! year, children engagemeant in crime relaled Hnews were publishad, where 245 children were imoled,
Besides the increasing number of chidren mvoled in vanows vpes of crimes, there was news of a chikd's
assassinalion as well,

Las! year children kidnapping related some 146 news were sersed. In todal 167 children were lost last vear, in
which 2 bodies were lound. In 2012, 81 children were los! accarding 10 Tha news published.

Ancther 78 news were reported where 38 children died throughout the year due 1o non responsive roke of
service providers;, inowhich due foowrong medical frealment of public- privale doclors 22 died and wilhoud
Iraalmenl B disd. In 2012, the number of this Kind of dealh was 101,
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In 2013, due 1o cold wave and winter disesse 14 children died; in 2012, the death toll was 31, According 1o
neswspaper, more children suffering from cold disease have taken freatments from vanous hospitals,
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I 2013, related 1o uncerain fulure of extramely poor and manginalized children, ¥3news were published. In
these news, it was clear that how the marginalized and disadvantaged childran fail to mest thelr minimum needs.
To solke their problems, vadous recommendalions were proposed in assoclatlon with the public- private
initiathves.

I 2013, 42 chikdren were reparted trafficked from 11 trafficking related news.

According 1o numencal data, the biggest dsk for Bangladeshi children was not mesting the basic nesds in
differant wanys of child labor, last year there were around 11,63, 134 children at nzk 1o be repoted in 58 news.

I 2013, from 8 ackd attacking news, 10 children were found wetimized. Due 1o love, tamily faud, personal feud
childran have baan vctims of acid termorism.

Total 237 mewes repart that, mose than 268,03, 709 childran have bean deprvad of qualty education.
Tha mara thematic ksues of this sones hawe bean publishad on 143 Hews.

I addtion, accordng 1o 76 news of paliical viokanca, 156 childran got affected, where 41 died and 107 severely
injured.
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Az an initiative for child rights menitonng in Bangladesh Manusher Jonno Foundation regulary mantains the
data and information from all pessible sources and encourages io wse this data for UMCRC reporing, ofher
academic and development interventions.

For mare information contact:

Abdulla A Mamun

Program Coordinatar, Manusher Jonmo Foundation
Email : mamunZmaniusherorg, Mobile - 0161937359560
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