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Objectives of the Study

" To explore patterns of Child Marriage and
Marriageable Age

" To understand community perception of age
of Marriage

" To identify underlying causes and understand
rational for lowering age of marriage



Methodology of the Study

Quantitative data
/| collection

Objectives of the
study

| Qualitative data
collection

- Participatory
listing of marriage

Household
questionnaire
survey

| Focus group
discussion (FGD)

Interview with
stakeholders

| With community

people

With <18yrs
married girls
household

Married girls,
parents and

community people

Kazi, local

- government, govt.

officials



Sample Selection

= 7 divisions " Household survey: 1237
= 24 districts = Total FGDs: 28
" 24 upazilas/ thanas " Interviews: 20

= Participants
OMarried girls: 175
OoCommunity: 175

Household survey Sample selected from under 18
years married off girls in last one year



Prevalence of Child Marriage in
Bangladesh

Recent Studies show:

Prevalence rate of child marriage in
Bangladesh is :

164.5 (ICDDRB & Plan International
Bangladesh 2013)

1 66% (UNICEF 2009)



Basic Information on Surveyed
Household



Married girls’ Household Profile

Total Households 1237

Religion Islam 77.93 %
Hindu 19.24 %
Christian 1.21 %
Buddhist 1.13 %
Others 0.49 %

Wealth category Extreme poor 54.41%
Poor 40.66%
Non-poor 4.93%




Married Girls’ profile

During the time of marriage:

* 63.74% were students

e 24.63% were involved in household
chores

e 11.63% were involved in economic
activities (e.g. domestic work,
garments worker, self employed etc. )



Marriage Age Analysis

Three Dimensions:
e Legal Age

e Social Age

* Physical Age



Perception on Child Marriage

 Marriage that take place before 11 or 12
years of age is mostly perceived as ‘Ballo
Biye’ (child marriage)

* ‘Ballo Biye’ for few means marriages that
takes place before 16 years of age

* Most think that the ‘suitable age’ (S*YS
qdqN) for girls’ marriage ranges from 14-15

years.

(Source: Focus Group Discussion)



Types of Child Marriages

1. Pre arranged child marriage

Prearranged/promised between friends and relatives
before the birth of the children

2. Restricted child marriage

Arranged for female child under 10 years of age and
the bride is placed under the custody of either parents
or in-laws until she reaches puberty age

3. Child marriage

Arranged for girls under 18 years of age and started
conjugal life



Knowledge on Legal Age of Marriage

e 76.22% were able to mention the legal age of
girls’ marriage appropriately

e Surprisingly only 23.38% were able to mention
the legal age of boys” marriage appropriately



Birth and Marriage Registration

72.19% claimed that marriage was registered
— Among them only 21.61% had registration copy of
marriage

Most common place of registration is home
followed by Kazi Office and notary public
(qualitative findings)

Most of the brides remained unaware of keeping
the registration copy with them

81.8% reported to completing birth registration
though only 31.30% of them could show the
certificates



KEY FINDINGS



Magnitude of Child Marriage

By Law, child marriage is illegal in Bangladesh, but
it is still widely in practice:

= Average age of child marriage is 15.53 years
* Child marriage before 10 years of age is still evident
" 2.26% child marriage takes place before 12 years of age

= Nearly 65% child marriage takes place under the age of
16 years



Percentage

Rate of Marriage at Different age
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Causes of Child Marriage
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Main Three Causes

= |Insecurity: 25.46 %
= Poverty: 18.99 %
" Social Norms: 22.49%

- Suitable groom, dowry, preference of men

- Men’s desire, under 16 are virgin, over 16
girls are burden



Findings does not Support Rational to
Lower Age of Marriage

d 5.79 % love marriage with the consent of
the parents

d Only 1.5 % child marriage took place due
to premarital physical relation or
elopement

1 To some degree elopement or pre marital
relation exists among girls over 16



Rural and Urban Context

Insecurity is a common predominant factor in both rural and
urban area

= Urban: 26.05%
= Rural: 25.38%
Poverty as cause is higher in rural comparing to urban area
= Urban: 14.07%
= Rural: 19.70%
Love marriage is distinctly higher in urban than rural area
= Urban: 11.98%
= Rural: 4.90%

Pre-marital physical relationship is higher in urban than rural
area

= Urban: 3.59%
= Rural: 1.20%



Consequences of Child Marriage

= Health aspect

= Economical aspect
= Social aspect

" Educational aspect

= Psychological aspect



Consequence of Lowering Age of
Marriage

Already 64.5% girls are married by the age of 16 by their
parents /Guardians, if sub clause is added to the law
then parents /guardians might use it to marry off their
girls before 15.

At present 55% girls married off without consent.

Marriage without consent may go higher if sub clauses
added

FGD has revealed most people believe marriage age has
been changed from 18 to 16

Negative image of country at international and national
level



Recommendations

Establish and implement laws and policies
Empower girls

Make families and communities aware about
the negative impact of child marriage

Engage boys and men to change the attitude
and social norms

Provide services
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