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The renewable energy strategy should
reflect Bangladesh’s current energy
realities and clearly address the needs of
marginalised communities. Instead of
relying mainly on punitive measures, the
policy should promote incentive-based
compliance and practical implementation
checklists. We need to invest in skilled
entrepreneurs and ensure new
technologies are matched with capacity
to use and sustain them effectively.

Policies and projects should assess both
the benefits of including marginalised
communities and the costs of excluding
them. Evidence-based policymaking must
show who benefits, who is left behind,
and the social and economic
consequences. Renewable energy should
also be integrated into the national
education curriculum to build an
informed and inclusive generation for a
just and sustainable energy future.
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Sufficient time should be allocated for
stakeholder consultations to ensure
meaningful participation in policy
development. The strategy must include
clear background, actionable
recommendations and a practical
implementation roadmap, while
strengthening investment provisions.
Women’s participation must extend to
meaningful decision-making rather than
reinforcing traditional gender roles.
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National policies must provide the
foundation for gender equality and social
inclusion. Civil society organisations
need to play an active role in pushing for
change and identifying practical actions
within their own areas of work. The
documents should also be made publicly
accessible, and broader consultations
with civil society should take place before
they are finalised to ensure an inclusive
and participatory policy-making process.

Renewable energy policies should go
beyond technical and megawatt-based
targets to include clear social impact and
beneficiary goals. Access to finance also
remains a major barrier, particularly for
women and marginalised communities.
More inclusive financing mechanisms,
simpler loan procedures and targeted
financial products are urgently needed to
enable their meaningful participation in
renewable energy.

The discussed renewable energy policy
documents need to clearly define the role
of the Ministry of Women and Children
Affairs. Gender equality cannot be treated
as an afterthought without institutional
ownership. This will ensure that women's
needs, leadership, entrepreneurship,
access to finance, skills development,
participation in decision-making are
systematically reflected in Bangladesh's
renewable energy transition.

The two recent renewable energy policy
instruments were prepared without
adequate consultation with relevant
stakeholders. Women and marginalised
communities are also not sufficiently
reflected in the documents. The
government should provide special
incentives and easier access to finance,
while making the strategy and guidelines
more realistic as well as inclusive
through wider consultation with civil
society, the private sector, development
partners and experts.

Practical renewable energy laboratories
should be introduced across the
education system so that girls can gain
hands-on experience with technologies
such as solar panels and energy-efficient
systems. This learning can build skills
and confidence, encourage more girls to
pursue STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) and
renewable energy careers, and help
develop a diverse, future-ready workforce.

Marginalised communities were among
the earliest beneficiaries of solar
initiatives, but our focus must now extend
beyond solar home systems to the wider
renewable energy ecosystem. Policies
should clearly identify who will benefit
across the value chain. Continuous
stakeholder consultation is also essential
to ensure that gender equality and social
inclusion are meaningfully integrated
into policy and strategic frameworks.

Access to energy should be recognised as
a basic human right and as a foundation
for inclusive development. Bangladesh’s
renewable energy transition must ensure
that no one is left behind. With better
access to finance, technical skills,
markets and business support, women
can become entrepreneurs, service
providers and leaders in this sector. It can
also strengthen local economies and
create inclusive opportunities.
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A dedicated helpline should provide
accessible information, technical
guidance and timely support on
renewable energy, particularly for women
and marginalised communities. Public
services should be more responsive to
people’s needs and easier to access.
Bangladesh needs a battery-management
roadmap to ensure safe collection,
recycling and disposal, and to reduce
environmental and public-health risks.

Energy transition must include adequate
social safety nets for vulnerable
communities and targeted measures to
increase women’s participation in
renewable energy employment.
Bangladesh should address gaps in
achieving SDG 5 and SDG 7 through
inclusive policies, while providing
context-specific guidance for regions such
as the haor areas, where local conditions
require necessary customized solutions.
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Strategic Policy Dialogue:
Renewable energy policy related

instruments must include women,
marginalised communities

Discussants and participants at a strategic policy dialogue held on Thursday, July 9, 2026, at Manusher Jonno Foundation’s office in Mirpur, Dhaka. Photo: Media and Cummunication Unit of MJF

Renewable energy is not merely about power
generation. It is directly linked to people’s
lives, work, income, safety and rights,
speakers said. They called for women and
marginalised communities to be clearly
reflected in the Draft National Renewable
Energy Development Strategy (2026-2030)
and Rooftop Solar Operation and
Maintenance Guidelines.
The strategic policy dialogue,
“Strengthening Renewable Energy
Governance: Review of Energy Policy Related
Instruments for Gender Equality and Social
Inclusion”, was organised by Manusher
Jonno Foundation (MJF) under its Women’s
Empowerment and Energy (WEE) project.
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